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A Note from the Board of Trustees

  
We experienced a difficult month dealing with the “SMAC” challenge 

of illegally taping a board meeting, sending out erroneous minutes and dis-
seminating information to many of you that was questionable as to the in-
tent. Numerous members were upset about this activity by “SMAC” and 
some are contemplating their options of action toward this group who ap-
peared to act anonymously. All of this caused a significant amount of anxi-
ety and confusion with members including us.  

The Board took this situation seriously and enlisted legal assistance. 
There were clearly laws broken and the intent is viewed as a malicious at-
tempt to undermine the authority of the Board of Trustees.  

At the normal monthly meeting held June 21 a large turnout was pre-
sent. While this is wonderful to have so many attend the meeting it was 
very disruptive and disrespectful with the pre-load of anxiety created by 
“SMAC”. It was, from the board members perspective, an old fashion 
lynch mob and the worst showing of support for the community that this 
board has had to deal with. The meeting lasted until after 3:30 in the after-
noon and by that time all of us wanted to give up trying to make Sky 
Meadows a better place and several just plain wanted to sellout as quickly 
as possible and never set foot again at Sky Meadows.  

The vast majority of the people attending did not attend the prior meet-
ing and have not participated in Sky Meadows community improvement 
volunteer activities this year and yet spoke as though prior board minutes 
and actions were incorrectly done, the board was a dictatorship, informa-
tion has not been shared correctly, inferred dishonesty challenging integ-
rity of board members and challenged the board’s authority.  

This board would like all of you to know that we respect each and 
every one of you and we work very hard to ensure you have a great place 
to live and recreate. We all love Sky Meadows as the beautiful and serene 
setting that it is and strive to keep it that way. We are passionate about 
making improvements and putting managerial plans in place that will keep 
Sky Meadows safe, secure and fiscally healthy for many years into the fu-
ture.  

Each of us including our volunteer that does the newsletter and website 
puts in between 10 and 50 hours of volunteer effort each week plus per-
sonal expense that sometimes is significant on your behalf. We do not ex-
pect any special recognition from you but we do expect to be treated with 
respect.  

Sincerely, 
Sky Meadows Board of Trustees 

Meeting Date Change

 

Next Board Meeting is July 26th 

9:00am in the cabana 

http://www.skymeadowsranch.org


  
Sky Meadows Ranch & Country Club, Board of Trustees Meeting

 
Saturday June 21, 2008 
Un-approved Minutes 

The meeting of the Board of Trustees of Sky Meadows 
Ranch was held in the lodge.  A quorum was present 
and the meeting was called to order at 9:00am.  

1. Board Members Present:  Bob Swenson, Colin Fer-
rin, Steve Locati, Trent Ely, Bob Poole, Peggy Locati, 
Dale DeGour  

2. Board Members Absent: Kris Johnson  

3. Presidents Remarks:

 

1) Performance Evaluation Process Confirmation  
a) Motion Peggy Locati/Colin Ferrin to approve  
Performance Evaluation Process Confirmation.  
Unanimous  

4. Minutes:

 

1) Minutes Approval                                                           
a) Motion Poole/Peggy to approve the minutes with  
a correction that reference to the DNR firewise  
grant stated as a matching grant and it should have  
been stated as a 50% matching grant. Unanimous. 

2) Unauthorized / Erroneous Minutes: There were erro-
neous minutes sent out by a group of individuals repre-
senting themselves by the acronym SMAC. This action, 
according to counsel, included illegally taping of our 
meeting without consent and illegal assumption of cor-
porate powers. We will discuss legal remedies and ac-
tions which we may take in response to this in our ex-
ecutive session.                                                                       

a) Linda Wood recited an RCW which states that A  
GOVERNING BODY has the authority to tape  
meetings.                                                                           
b) Members questioned the authority of the board to  
hold executive sessions.                                                        
c) Another member recited an RCW reciting that  
executive sessions may be held and recited the              
matters which may be specified.  

5.Old Business

 

1) Property Sale Offer: Motion Steve/Peggy to reject the 
property sale offer received by the board for five lots. 
Unanimous 
2) Policy Update - Filling Vacancies; :Motion Steve/
Trent to approve the Policy update as amended with a 
note that we seek legal counsel regarding certain as-
pects of this.  Approved. Three opposed. 
3) Insurance Update: Safeco, our current carrier has re-

newed our property and auto coverage, but will not re-
new our General Liability and our Umbrella Coverage’s 
due to the amount of recreational activity that occurs at 
Sky Meadows. CNA has renewed our Board and Offi-
cer’s Liability coverage with the same policy limits of 1 
million dollars. They will not increase our coverage 
limits, we suspect because of the Pederson Lawsuit. 
We will hopefully have new coverage in place shortly.  

6. Roads

 

1) Casassa Road Paving and Funding Proposal             
a) There was a proposal at our last meeting to trade 
an easement for a donation of funds to help pave 
Casassa Road. Bob Poole reported that one of the 
adjoining members to the meadow easement area 
took exception to it so he is considering the issue as 
not being acceptable at this time.                                                       
b) Bob Poole discussed the Casassa road improve-
ment project. He is proposing a 22 foot wide paved 
road be made with a 20 foot strip along side to exist 
for ORV and snowmobile use and winter snow re-
moval. This will keep snowmobiles and quads out 
of the road area and out of the meadow.                         
c) Member thanked Poole for his efforts toward 
safety and requested that the logic behind board 
actions be published on the web site.  

7. Caretaker’s Report:

 

1) Harold informed that members must spray for knap 
weed and thistle. If the County inspects and deems they 
must spray a members land, they will bill the member. 
2) Harold reported that he has contacted an electrician 
to install the pool emergency stop switch. The electri-
cian has not followed up yet and requested referrals to 
another electrician.  

8. Adjourn to Executive Meeting:

  

1) Motion to adjourn to executive session for handling 
personnel and legal matters Steve/Trent. Unanimous  

9. Call to order motion to adjourn executive meeting 
and resume regular meeting: 

 

1) Motion Poole/Trent to adjourn executive meeting and 
resume regular meeting at 12:19 PM. Unanimous                 

a) A member expressed his strong displeasure with  
the timing and length of time that the executive                    
session took.   
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10. Treasurers Report:

 
1) Check approvals: Motion Steve/Collin to approve 
checks 8808 through 8833. Unanimous  
2) Financial Report: Policy Update Assessments & Fees:  

a) Motion Poole/Trent  to accept the update to policy  
FIN 03 to include verbiage that  action to be taken to  
foreclose liens after 3 years of liens being  placed.  
Unanimous 

11. Parking & Equipment:

 

1) Poole reported he replaced the clutch and performed a 
lot of maintenance on the Ford Ranger. He is also recom-
mending that we spend approximately $500.00 to paint 
the vehicle. Since he has done so much work on the vehi-
cle and it doesn’t have that many miles on the engine he 
thinks it will last the Association for several more years. 
It has been neglected and allowed to get beat up. The 
painting decision was put off pending the budgeting plan. 
2) Poole explained the reason for the purchase of the 
groomer. He has procured the machine with his own 
money, which was Denny Moriarty’s blue groomer at one 
time as approved at the previous meeting.                               

a) Members expressed concern that Bob Poole was to  
receive interest from the balance owed that he has  
spent to procure this machine.                                           
b) Motion Steve/Trent to accept the purchase and sale  

agreement in its current form to review of our attor- 
neys regarding the legality of the interest being  
charged. Bob Poole asked that the motion be amended  
to approve with the interest clause being stricken. So  
moved .Unanimous with Bob Poole abstaining.                              

 
c) The board expressed an invitation to donate to the  
groomer fund to reimburse the Poole’s as soon as pos- 
sible for their expenditure.                                                     
d) It was clarified that the groomer will be owned by  
Sky Meadows.                                                                     
e) It was also clarified that the funds, whatever is nec- 
essary in addition to donations will come from the  
Equipment and Roads funds. 

3) Poole reported that the dust treatment was performed 
on short notice due to the anticipated increase of costs.  

12. Buildings and Grounds:

 

1) Corral Policy Confirmation: Motion Colin/Poole to 
ratify corral policy which was passed at the last meet-
ing.Unanimous  

13. Fire and Safety:

 

1) Burning Control Policy Confirmation: Dale read the 
policy that was approved at the last meeting.                             

a) Motion Dale/Steve to confirm the Burning Control  
Policy as approved at the last meeting.                                     
Discussion followed.                                                                              

 

b) A member present questioned the authority to place  
liens to enforce fines. She retracted her statement and  
stated she was incorrect in the thought.                        
c) Harold asked if the policy prohibits gas barbeques.     
d) Dale stated he will strike the statement regarding  
barbeques, but that the policy does apply to charcoal  
barbecue.                                                                                
e) Dale/Poole amended his motion to change the Pol- 
icy regarding Barbeques and that charcoal grills will  
be banned at fire level 2 or above.  

not being acceptable at this time.                                                       

  

Groomer Donation Savings    1,624.98  

General Checking       4,235.37  

Club Dues Savings         59,586.68  

Water Capital Savings        58,197.05   

Water Operation Savings       23,124.52  

General Savings         19,185.15  

Water Capital CD         73,527.96  

Total           239,481.71 
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2) Firewise Plans: Dale reported that the work party last 
weekend went well. A lot was accomplished in the ef-
forts to clean up and limb trees in the woods next to the 
lower parking lot. 
3) Dale reported on the $14,845 grant from DNR and 
the $10,000 grant by the Kittitas Co. Conservation Dis-
trict. There may be additional Conservation District 
funds available. 
4) The contractor who chips debris will be on site June 
30 to pick up debris. The contractor’s large grinder will 
be brought on site next month to chip everything in the 
lower lot and haul it off. 
5) Dale asked that the Firewise information be pub-
lished again since many members may not have read 
our newsletter last month because of the confusion from 
the unauthorized minutes being sent out by the people 
involved in the group representing themselves as 
“SMAC”. 
6) Dale reported that financials and meeting information 
will be posted in the reader board at the lodge.  

14. Water:

 

1) Electronic Meter Reading Installation: Trent an-
nounced that member Pierson Smith has volunteered to 
take the lead working with our vendors on the firefly 
installation and training. The board expressed their 
thanks to Pierson.                                                            

a) Trent reported that we will be trained to install the  
meters and will need volunteers to assist. Anyone  
who can help should contact Trent. 

2) Sawmill Tank Installation Plan: Trent thanked Colin 
for picking up the tank from Washougal. Harold and 
any volunteers who offer to assist will take the lead on 
the installation project. Trent and Harold pointed out 
some issues that need to be addressed to accomplish this 
project.                                                                                   

a) A member suggested we obtain a bid for the tank  
installation project. The board concurred that it may  
consider that.                                                                    
b) Harold questioned whether a professional  
plumber should be retained to help with the installa- 
tion. Harold stated he would refuse to be involved in  
plumbing the new tank. A member stated opinion  
that we should have a contractor install the new tank. 

3) Well Drilling Status on 1C1: Two estimates have 
been received for drilling on Lot 1C1. Rick Poulan’s 
estimate is for $27,000.00 for a 200 foot well. Arcadia’s 
bid was $9,000.00 more, but included more detail of 
peripheral items associated. Trent will seek clarification 
from each driller to make sure what each estimate cov-
ers.                                                                                        

a) A member suggested we review previous well  
drilling invoices regarding all the itemization that  
occurred. Trent reported that previous boards and the  
caretaker have not passed on any detailed informa- 
tion from previous well drilling activity, but that he  
is investigating and will make sure that each esti- 
mate is including all peripheral items and charges.                                                      

 

b) A question was asked by a member why we don’t  
have invoices from previous events. The board as- 
sured him that the invoice will be compared to the  
estimate. The member suggested that we require the  
bid to be itemized completely. 

4) Bob and Trent reported that the leak on Gunther 
Loop was discovered to be an individual. There is no 
main line leak on Gunther Loop.                                          

a) Harold reported that he doesn’t believe that the  
members’ leak was fixed as yet. Trent said he will  
follow up to make sure the leak was or is fixed. 

5) Potential Sale of Lot 17: The board discussed a pro-
posal to offer for sale lot 17 to build a larger reserve 
fund for water system projects. Harold reported that the 
pump house on that lot may actually already be in the 
road easement. Trent explained that lot 17 is the most 
likely lot to sell as it is not a potential well site.                   

a) Bob Poole explained that selling a lot to help ac- 
complish the procurement of the Firefly system was  
a worthy venture since this system is so important to  
our community.                                                                  
b) There was discussion regarding offering the lot to  
members first. Dale offered to Firewise the lot to  
make it appealing to prospective buyers and to as- 
sure that it is done.                                                             
c) A member expressed concern that the board have  
a budgetary plan for money that supports the desire  
to sell a parcel of land. Swenson reported that the  
board has worked hard at financial planning and that  
it has been shared at many previous meetings.                                  

 

d) Poole again expressed that we need to fund the  
firefly system.                                                                       
e) Motion Poole/Locati  to market the property for  
sale for $64,000.00 based on the analysis we re- 
ceived, first to our members for 30 days and after  
that time it would be listed for sale.                                            

 

f) A member expressed that we should seek a legal  
opinion regarding the sale of a lot. The board re- 
ported that we did have counsel advice before it sold  
lot 1C1 to Harold and Diane Vanweerdhuizen.                    
g) A member asked if the lots were the same status  
of ownership as the meadows. Steve explained the  
meadows are common areas per our covenants and  
the lots are not.                                                                     
h) Swenson went over the financial planning that has 
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Wishing you a                         

Safe 4th of July. 

Remember, Fireworks    

are not allowed                                 

in the development.                     

mate is including all peripheral items and charges.                                                      

it has been shared at many previous meetings.                                  

.                                            

lead to the desire to sell this lot to rebuild reserve after 
the implementation cost of Firefly.                                            

i) Dale also explained the efforts being made to re- 
ceive grant funds to help upgrade our water system.  
j) Swenson asked that the board entertain selling the  
lot with a part time water hookup.                                         
l) Members expressed concern that there is not an  
appraisal that was paid for and the board is relying  
on the comparable closed sale data provided by a  
real estate agent.                                                                   
m) Vote on motion: Passed/ One opposed.   

15. Architectural report

   

1) Colin reported that there are two requests pending for 
septic and for construction of a house. 
2) A question was asked regarding a member who has 
encroached onto a road right of way. Colin stated he 
will address the issue when they apply for a septic ap-
proval. 
3) Member objected to clear cut on Div 6 lot 43. 
4) Member brought up speculative development issues 
such as the clear cut. 
5) It was brought up about a Policy book at the lodge. 
Swenson informed everyone that the policies are on our 
website.  

16. Member Input

 

The following Member’s Input involved much discus-
sion, we captured the dialogue to the best of our ability.          

1) A member expressed his thanks to the board for all 
they do and the improvements that have been made in-
cluding communication. The member also denounced 
the activities of SMAC. 
2) A member asked that a new flag be put up.  
3) A member asked about the Fire Vehicle discussed in 
prior minutes and newsletter. Swenson explained that 
the Fire Dept. is willing to put a truck here if we have a 
couple volunteers. We are still short 1 volunteer. The 
member was too busy to be that volunteer. 
3) A member asked if the Fire District property rever-
sion issue in the lower parking lot is connected to the 
fire truck. Swenson explained that they are 2 separate 
issues at this point and that we are still interested in 
completing the task of getting the land back that Sky 
Meadows deeded to the Fire District years ago. 
4) A member representing SMAC made a presentation 
and supplied a packet to each board member about con-
ducting a Reserve Study. She asked for the 9th position 
on the board to be a reserve study position and asked to 
be that 9th person. She stated turnover on the board is a 

problem. It was brought up that the board has done con-
siderably more planning the past 2 years than many 
prior years and that the planning information is shared 
during meetings.   
5) A member re-stated that he would like to have a for-
mal appraisal study done before selling a lot. 
6) A member brought up that the reason for SMAC 
minutes is because the real minutes do not reflect the 
actual minutes. 
7) A member stated that SMAC brought about people 
attending the meeting and believes that to be good.  

17. Adjournment June meeting

 

1) Motion Poole/DeGour to adjourn the June meeting at 
3:35PM. Unanimous . 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Steve Locati, Secretary 
Bob Swenson, President 

Meeting Date Change

 

Next Board Meeting is July 26th 

9:00am in the cabana 

 



  

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone#_________________________________Sky Meadows Division and Lot Number_______________________________________  

Hours spent per individual on thinning, pruning and slash removal__________________________________________________________  

Approximate dates____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Fees paid/gas used$____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  Dale DeGour at PO Box 117 Cle Elum WA 98922  Dale 253.630.8638   tweety176@aol.com 

FIREWISE  HOURS      CUT AND MAIL TO THE ADDRESS BELOW 

      
Firewise Information   

On Saturday June 14 a group gathered in the lower parking lot to begin Firewising 
our wooded area that adjoins the parking lot. A significant amount of progress was 
made and of course there is more to do. If you are willing to help with this continued 
effort and others in regard to firewising our common grounds please contact Dale De-
Gour. Thank you to our volunteers: Alan Scharf, Duane DuVall, Dale DeGour, Bob & 
Robin Swenson.  

We received 2 grants this year to apply toward Firewising Sky Meadows. The first 
is a $10,000 grant from the Kittitas County Conservation District. This grant has to be 
expended before November 1 this year. We will start removing root balls and slash 
piles that have collected around the development starting June 30th as well as picking 
up the Firewise pile located in the lower parking lot. The second grant is from DNR for 
up to $14,845. This is a 50% matching grant. What that means is we can earn up to 
$14,845 if we expend $29,690 worth of money and labor. The DNR grant is good 
through 2010.  

We need everyone’s help to collect the data necessary to justify the full amount of 
the DNR grant.  If you have done any firewising from the end of last summer to now 
and as you continue the effort this year please take the time to provide Dale Degour 
the following information; Name, SM lot and DIV #, Phone #,  amount of hours spent 
per individual on thinning, pruning and slash removal. We are also allowed to include 
the cost of gas for your vehicle to and from your home to SM and any fees paid for 
services to have your property cleared or firewised. We earn $20 for every hour 
worked toward the grant. There is a lot of hard work being done each week, let's earn 
every dollar we can. Email Dale at Tweety176@aol.com or complete the form below 
and send it to him. This is a great opportunity to take advantage of grant money to 
remove fire fuels from SM. Take a good look around your structures and firewise them. 
You can haul your debris down to the Firewise pile. If you have any question about 
what you need to fire wise your structures contact Dale to arrange a meeting time.       

To down tress or delimb contact:       
Larrin Wanechek at 509-674-5949.    
Rob Vezzoni        at  509-674-7641. 

       To have debris removed contact:      
Louis Gibbson  at 509-925-2017.    
Norm Cook       at 425-864-0046. 

Firewise Work Parties

 

 July 12 7:30- 11:30am  BRING TRAILERS & CHAINSAWS 

 July 19 7:30- 1:00pm  MEET IN PARKING LOT BY POOL 
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Fire, Safety and Security Committee Member

 
Who:  Sky Meadows Member willing to participate as a committee member under the guidance of the Fire and Security Committee            

Chairman. 
What:    We have a Fire, Safety and Security Chairman and have never identified committee members to work with the chairman. Sky       

Meadows is an extremely high fire risk community. Evaluations by DNR validate the need for additional focus to be placed on fire-     
wise . No particular schedule 

Time:   Commitment varies based on activity level needs 
Where:  Some effort required communicating from home and in person participating at Sky Meadows 
Qualification: Able to communicate via phone or email. Some knowledge of fire-wise safety would benefit, however is not required. Need to have  

a desire to participate and help our community with this important effort.  
Contact:  Dale Degour at (253) 630-8630, email tweety176@aol.com

  

Fire Department Volunteers

 

Who:  Sky Meadows Member willing to participate as a volunteer Fireman under the guidance of the Kittitas County Fire District 2. 
What:   The local fire department has volunteered to place a first response fire truck at Sky Meadows if we have some volunteers to be trained     

by the department to safely operate the equipment and fight fire. Quick response to fire is our best defense to control it and  keep it      
from spreading. Having a fire truck located here will have a positive affect on home owners’ insurance. 

When:   ASAP and ongoing 
Time:  Commitment to training and based on activity level needs 
Where:  Kittitas Co. Dist. 2 and Sky Meadows 
Qualification: Need to have a desire to participate and help our community with this important effort. 
Contact: Dale Degour 253 630-8630, email tweety176@aol.com or Chief Russ Hobbs 509-304-8195  

Firewise Work Parties

 

Who:  All are welcome to come help us Firewise Sky Meadows. 
When:  July 12th 7:30-11:30am and July 19th 7:30-1:00pm 
Where:  Meet at the parking lot by the pool 
What to bring: Trailers & chainsaws 

A big thanks to all the volunteers that help make Sky Meadows a wonderful place to enjoy!  

 

The board has approved the Sale of Lot 
17 Div 7. It is being offered to the 

membership for 30 days prior to listing 
on the open market. The sale price            

approved by the board at the June 21 
meeting is $64,000. If you would like to 
purchase this lot contact Steve Locati, 

Sky Meadows Board Secretary.                    
at 509.929.4325  - slocati@stewart.com                                                                                                                   

FOR SALE Sky Meadows Lot 

FOR SALE Sky Meadows Lot 



                    

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone#_________________________________Sky Meadows Division and Lot Number_______________________________________  

Donation Amount $__________________________________________ 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  Bob Poole:      471 Pumphouse Hill Rd. Cle Elum WA 98922   (253-332-9713)  

Groomer Donation  PLEASE MAKE CHECKS OUT TO SKY MEADOWS GROOMER FUND 

CUT AND MAIL TO THE ADDRESS BELOW 

Page 8                                  Sky Meadows News                July 2008  

“Ole Blue” is home thanks to the Poole family. The Poole family is graciously carrying a purchase 
contract for Sky Meadows to be able to obtain Denny Moriarty’s original groomer. They purchased the 
groomer back from Don May who bought it from Denny. The price was $35,000. Sky Meadows entered 
into a 3 year purchase agreement. Fundraising to date has brought in about $6000. This fundraising will 
continue. Please complete the form below and send your donations to Bob Poole per the instructions.  

Our 1972 Thiokol will undergo some clean up and maintenance repair and then be offered for sale 
with the proceeds going toward the purchase. The balance after donations and proceeds from the sale 
will be paid from association funds over the 3 year time period. This figure is projected within current 
annual budgeting without any increase of costs to members.  

A big thanks to all that have made pledges or donations so far. We need your continued focus on 
this. Please fill out this form and donate whatever amount you can to help us keep our winter recreation 
access in Sky Meadows enjoyable for all by assuring we have a working groomer for many seasons 
ahead. Those members who have made pledges, please send your donation checks made out to SKY 
MEADOWS GROOMER FUND and mail to 471 Pumphouse Hill Rd. Cle Elum WA 98922.     

Questions, call Bob Poole at 253-332-9713 email roberthpoole@comcast.net . 

New Information on Web 

Plat maps of the development are now available                                   

on our website.  

They can be viewed under the                                                           

“Our community/plat maps button”. 

Sky Meadows 

Groomer Replacement 

Address Changes 

  Please let us know if you have an                       

address change.                                           

                                                                         

Robin at happyrb@hughes.net/509.674.2544 
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It’s that time of year that you need to spray for noxious 
weeds.  A reminder that if the County has to come out                                                                                                                 
and treat the weeds for you, you will be charged for it. 

Knapweed Rosette to early bolt stage is most vulnerable to herbicides making spring or early summer the best time 
to treat knapweed. Treat plants before flower bloom to be most effective. Flowering plants may require mowing to 
prevent seed production but re-growth will occur. Plant re-growth can be effectively treated with herbicides. Follow-
up treatments may be required for missed plants and reintroductions. Fall spraying with residual herbicides can also 
be very effective for knapweed control. Hand pulling can be effective for smaller populations. 

Canada Thistle-Treat in early bud stage and when re-growth reaches 6-8 inches. Well established stands of this per-
ennial may have an extensive root system requiring repeated herbicide applications. Fall applications with residual 
herbicides can be very effective in discouraging re-growth the following year.  

“Roundup” is effective in killing all weeds & grass.  
“Weedmaster” kills just the weeds. 

Meadow Knapweed Thistle 

Please spray any Knapweed or Thistle                                                                                            

    

    on your property. 


