
  
May 2008/April Minutes 

The “Sky Meadows News” is published monthly by the Sky Meadows Association and                 
does not  warrant  or endorse any product or service advertised herein. 

  President     
  Bob Swenson        
  509.304.8554       
  happyrb2@hughes.net 

  Vice President/Roads & Parking    
  Bob Poole          
  253.332.9713     
  robertpoole@comcast.net     

  Secretary          
  Steve Locati          
  509.929.4325     
  slocati@stewart.com                                                                                                                    

  Treasurer   
  Peggy Locati   
  509.964.9143 

       plocati@fairpoint.net   
  Water           

  Trent Ely          
  253.670.8099     
  demboys@msn.com                                                                          

  Fire & Safety         
  Dale DeGour      
  253.630.8630            
  tweety176@aol.com                                                

  Building & Grounds       
  Kris Johnson         
  509.674.4910     
  bkjohnson1@aol.com   

  Architectural         
  Colin Ferrin     
  509.674.4667            
  colinf@wildblue.net                                                     

 Robin Swenson    
 509.674.2544    
 happyrb@hughes.net                                       

Sky Meadows website:  
www.skymeadowsranch.org     

Lodge   509-674-7753  
Cell-Harold  509-304-8458    
(Days off are Wed/Thurs.)   

TO REPORT A FIRE   
800-562-6010 (DNR)  or 911  

 Sky Meadows Trustees 

 

Caretaker Phone #’s 

 

Newsletter/Website  

This sure appears to be the winter that wouldn’t give up. We woke 
up the past few days to snow flakes and temperatures in the mid 20’s. 
We know that spring is around the corner and for some that want to 
get going on projects it is not soon enough. We did enjoy one of the 
longest winters and playing seasons we’ve seen in years.  

 A lot of exciting things happening or planned in our neighborhood 
for spring and summer. Like last year we have a Project To Do List 
and Project Leaders identified on much of it but they will need help 
from you. There is a “Volunteer Opportunities” section added to the 
Newsletter this month that will be kept up each month with the current 
needs of the community. Please join in, have fun and help our commu-
nity make improvements.  

On Saturday May 10th we have 2 projects planned; a cleanup of 
brush and trees in the lower meadow and rebuilding the pool decking. 
Details are noted in the “Volunteer Opportunities” section.  

Do you have a photo you would like to submit? Do you have a new 
address or phone number?   

Please send to Robin at happyrb@hughes.net. 

Snowmobiles and trailers must be           
removed from the parking lots and 

meadow by JUNE 1st.                            
Those not removed will be towed                 

at the owners expense. 

http://www.skymeadowsranch.org


     
Lower Meadow Brushing, Tree and Fire-wise Clean Up

 
Who:   Anyone, Family can join in 
What:  The common meadow areas over time grow in with brush and trees. This project is focused toward clearing much of this out in an    

effort to reclaim the meadow as a meadow. We will clear brush, some small trees and fire-wise the lower meadow  area. Specifi- 
cally focusing on the center of the meadow and Fawn Road side.   

When:    Saturday May 10 
Time:   9:00 to 4:00 
Where:   Lower Meadow 
Equipment:  Loppers, chainsaw, pole saw, trailer for hauling brush 
Qualification: A love of the beauty of Sky Meadows 
Contact:   Robin or Bob Swenson 509-304-8555, email happyrb@hughes.net

 

Sandwiches, snacks and soft drinks provided for lunch. There will be a Socializing Bon Fire for all to enjoy after the day of work  

Swimming Pool Decking Replacement

 

Who:   Adults 
What:  The swimming pool deck has deteriorated and needs to be replaced. Last fall new decking material was purchased. The Project  

consists of removing the old decking and installing the new material.  
When:    Saturday May 10 
Time:   9:00 to 4:00 
Where:   Swimming Pool 
Equipment: Tape measure, power screwdriver, hammer, wrecking bar, power saw, pencil 
Qualification:  A smile 
Contact:   Linda or Bob Poole at 253-332-9713, email roberthpoole@comcast.net

 

Sandwiches, snacks and soft drinks provided for lunch. There will be a Socializing Bon Fire for all to enjoy after the day of work  

Water System Committee Member

 

Who:   Sky Meadows Member willing to participate as a water system committee member under the guidance of the water system                          
committee chairman. 

What:   We have a Water System Chairman and have never identified committee members to work with the chairman. Our water system  
requires a significant effort to keep it operating smoothly. As a committee member you will learn the water system, participate with  
solving problems and providing recommendations for system improvements to the Sky Meadows Board. 

When:    No particular schedule 
Time:   Commitment varies based on activity level needs 
Where:  Some effort required communicating from home and in person at Sky Meadows 
Qualification: Able to communicate via phone or email. Some knowledge of water systems would benefit, however is not required. Need to have  

a desire to participate and help our community with our water supply  
Contact:   Trent Ely at (253) 670-8099, email demboys@msn.com

  

Fire and Security Committee Member

 

Who:  Sky Meadows Member willing to participate as a committee member under the guidance of the Fire and Security Committee            
Chairman. 

What:   We have a Fire and Security Chairman and have never identified committee members to work with the chairman. Sky Meadows is  
an extremely high fire risk community. Evaluations by DNR validate the need for additional focus to be placed on fire-wise efforts. 

When:    No particular schedule 
Time:   Commitment varies based on activity level needs 
Where:  Some effort required communicating from home and in person participating at Sky Meadows 
Qualification: Able to communicate via phone or email. Some knowledge of fire-wise safety would benefit, however is not required. Need to have  

a desire to participate and help our community with this important effort.  
Contact:  Dale Degour at (253) 630-8630, email tweety176@aol.com

  

A big thanks to all the volunteers that help make Sky Meadows a wonderful place to enjoy! Special 
thanks to Andy Hansen and Bob Poole for volunteering to serve on the Architectural Committee. 



  

The meeting of the Board of Trustees of Sky Meadows 
Ranch & Country Club was held in the cabana.  A quo-
rum was present and the meeting was called to order at 
9:03am. 
1. Board Members Present:  Bob Swenson, Colin 
Ferrin, Steve Locati, Trent Ely, Bob Poole, Kris John-
son, Peggy Locati  

2. Board Members Absent: Dale DeGour  

3. Presidents Remarks:

 

1) Bob passed two letters to Architectural Control 
Committee Chairman, Colin Ferrin from two members 
in regards to a neighbor dispute. The dispute is all on 
private property. 
2) Motion Swenson/Ely to confirm Peggy Locati as 
Treasurer. 

a) Member Joyce Munson expressed protests 
to the nomination which resulted in much 
discussion.  

b) Passed 5 to 3. (Vote includes Degour’s 
prior written proxy vote.)  

4. Minutes:

 

1) Motion Peggy/Steve to approve last minutes.  
a) Discussion; Kris requested that the minutes 
include the name of the board member making 
the comments. The Secretary agreed to do his 
best to capture whether the comments are 
made by the committee chair. 

b) Suggestion was made by a member that the 
meetings be recorded to support the minutes. 
c) Motion to approve minutes passed unani-  

       mously.  
2) A member brought up a concern about the proposal 
to hire a part time manager rather than have a board 
member and volunteers be the supervisor and project 
manager.    

a)Bob Poole explained  the position. 
5. Caretaker’s Report:

 

1) Harold reported that Arcadia drilling came up and 
looked at Lot1C1 and agreed that it was a good poten-
tial well site. They will be providing a cost estimate. 
2) Harold reminded all that Sleds and trailers have to 
be out by the first of May. 

a) Motion Poole/Steve Locati to extend the 
deadline to June 1 for removing Sleds and 
Trailers from parking and meadow areas. 

3) Meter reading and subsequent water usage billing is 
temporarily postponed due to amount of snow remain-
ing. 
4) Harold reported water production is low for this 
time of year probably as a result of the aquifers are not 
re-charging as fast due to the slow snow melt and lack 
of rain. 
5) Harold expressed his support for the firefly elec-
tronic meter devise installations providing we have the 
funding. 
6) Harold reported that he is going to employ a listen-
ing device to attempt to locate leaks on Gunther loop. 
Evergreen Rural Water Association provides the ser-

NOTICES    

Next Board Meeting : May 17, 9:00am in the cabana. 
Sky Rider’s Sno-Park Clean Up: May 17TH: Please meet in the Sky Meadows parking lot at 10:00am.  
Yard Waste / Fire-wise Debris:  Again this year the association will collect yard waste and fire-wise debris in the middle of 
the lower parking lot. This is not intended for lot clearing debris. There is to be no dumping in the lower meadow. 
Projects: Be sure to check the “Volunteer Opportunity” section for projects and help needed. There are 2 improvement 
projects planned for May 10th. 
Policy Updates: Our current Sky Meadows policies are on line at www.skymeadowsranch.org  listed under the Resource 
Center tab. At the April meeting and noted in the minutes a new Architectural and Land Use policy was approved and will be 
put online after confirmation. Also the Assessment and Fee policy and the Water Upgrade policy were updated. The updates 
will be placed online after confirmation. 
Removing Snowmobiles and Trailers: Due to the late winter, snowmobiles and trailers will not be towed away until            
June 1. Normally the date is May 1. This was authorized by the board. 

Sky Meadows Ranch & Country Club, Board of Trustees Meeting

 

Saturday April 19, 2008 
Un-approved Minutes 

http://www.skymeadowsranch.org
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vice at no charge. 
7) Harold was asked about the winterizing of winter 
equipment. Bob Poole offered to take charge of making 
sure that end of season service and storage preparation 
is performed correctly. 
8) Bob Poole and Bob Swenson asked that the carport 
be cleaned out to store Sky Meadows vehicles, lawn and 
other miscellaneous equipment. Also that the area 
around/behind the workshop be cleaned up. 
9) Diane asked about taking the Bronco to Yakima for 
supplies. Steve agreed to make sure we have the proper 
insurance for the vehicle so it can be driven on the open 
road.  

6. Architectural Chairman Report

 

1) Review of proposed Architectural and Land Use 
Policy; 

a) Temporary Fencing clause was discussed   
    and amended. 

b) Horse pasturing clause was discussed and   
     amended. 

c) Amendment to proposed policy was pro-
posed under Meadows and Common Properties 
as follows; Buildings and grounds will be main-
tained in a clean, sightly condition at all times. 
This includes but is not limited to litter, junk, 
trash, fire-wise debris, logs, land clearing de-
bris, non operational vehicles and equipment 
and old/abandoned building materials or any 
other waste. Common properties will not be 
used as a dumping ground. Neatly stacked 
wood / logs for the purpose of heating is ac-
ceptable. Any lot owner not adhering to this 
Meadow and Common Properties policy will be 
notified by the Association of their violation. 
The lot owner will be charged the cost of 
cleanup, removal and a fine of $250. The lot 
owner will have 30 days from the time of billing 
to pay the charges. If after 30 days the charges 
have not been paid a lien may be placed on the 

lot. The Association Board may in writing au-
thorize Firewise Yard Waste to be centrally col-
lected for disposal. 
d) Tree removal guidelines were discussed and 
the verbiage was amended regarding trees al-
lowed to me removed without ACC approval to 
6 inches. 
e) Driveway architectural requirements were    

   discussed. 
2) Collin reported that he has three requests for new 
construction plan approvals. 
3) Collin reported that 30 days is the mandated response 
time for Architectural Control Committee approval. 
4) Discussion occurred regarding Architectural Control 
Committee guidelines set forth in the new policy. The 
policy states that there shall be a minimum of 3 mem-
bers of the Architectural Control Committee; a mini-
mum of two board members and a minimum of one non 
board member. Bob Poole volunteered to serve on the 
committee with Colin as the board member and Andy 
Hansen volunteered to be the non trustee committee 
member. 
5) The Corral and Grazing policy proposals were dis-
cussed. After much discussion regarding the use of tem-
porary fencing and the goal of more attractive perma-
nent fencing, the goal of making a plan to propose a 
fencing solution was discussed. 
6)  Motion Steve/Peggy to adopt Architectural Control 
and Land Use Policy ARCH-01 as amended. Unani-
mous. Per procedure a ratification vote will occur at the 
next meeting. 
7) Work will continue regarding the to-be proposed 
Corral Policy.  

7. Water Chairman Report

 

1) Trent reported the costs associated with the proposed 
Firefly Electronic meter device system. 
2) Bob Swenson produced a draft Water System Plan 
Worksheet outlining anticipated Income and Expenses 
in regards to the water system. 
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3) Discussion occurred regarding the leak detection 
ability and saving of man hours searching for leaks and 
large amount of water loss and associated water proc-
essing costs as a result of not being able to isolate leaks 
rapidly. 
4) It was suggested by a member that we contact an-
other water association which uses the Firefly system to 
see how it is working. Trent and Bob Poole stated they 
would take action on contacting a subdivision or mu-
nicipality for a reference. 
5) Trent asked Harold if we implement the Firefly sys-
tem whether he is willing to extend the right to drill on 
Lot 1C1 for an additional year. 
6) Bob Swenson discussed the possibility of applying 
for grant funding for the water measuring devices with 
the Kittitas County Conservation District. Trent agreed 
to apply for this grant. 
7) Trent discussed new applications for water upgrades 
which he has received. Trent asked if, since he has so 
few applicants, whether he could approve a pending 
applicant which is anxious to start construction. 
8) Motion Trent/Peggy to approve water upgrade for 
the 3 applications currently submitted. Unanimous. 
9) Trent inquired as to whether he is authorized to make 
the expenditures to acquire the 5,000 gallon tank for 
replacement of the sawmill water storage tank. The 
board reported that it was approved at a prior meeting 
so he is good to go. 
10) Motion Peggy/Trent to amend Water Service up-
grade policy to reflect the correct allocation allow-
ances. Unanimous. Per procedure a ratification vote will 
occur at the next meeting.  

8. Roads and Parking:

 

1) Poole reported we currently have $5371.00 in 
pledges and cash for the groomer fund. They are nar-
rowing in on a purchase proposal that would include 
selling our current old groomer. The fund raising needs 
to continue to raise more money for this effort. 
2) Road Dust Control will be a little more expensive 

this year due to the increased cost of the product used. 
3) Poole will arrange an option for individuals whose 
properties are on secondary roads to apply gravel at 
their expense if they are having dust control product 
applied. A plan will be presented at the next meeting 
with information to be sent out in the newsletter. 
4) Bids for discussion of chip sealing or paving Casassa 
Road need to be obtained yet. This year we will most 
likely maintain the road in the same fashion we did last 
year and bank some funds to complete this paving.  

9. Treasurers Report:

 

1) Motion Peggy/Poole to approve Checks Numbered 
8760 through 8782. Unanimous. 
2) Assessment and Fee Policy was discussed. Peggy 
reported that our current process for filing liens, con-
ducting property transfer investigations and lack of in-
terest charging on overdue billings was not covering our 
bookkeeping and lien filing expenses. She introduced a 
proposed update to the Assessment, Service Charges 
and Utility Charges Policy, FIN-03, changing the lien 
fee to $150, the property transfer fee to $300 and 1.5% 
per month interest fee on unpaid bills. Also introduced 
was amending the Waste Management billing to occur 
twice per year beginning in September 2008. Currently 

 



  
the entire charge is billed in September; the charge 
would now be split and billed twice per year. No in-
crease to annual Waste Management Fee was presented. 
3) Motion Peggy/Poole to approve proposed Assess-
ment and Fee Policy, FIN-03. Unanimous. Per proce-
dure a ratification vote will occur at the next meeting.  

10. Buildings and Grounds:

 

1) Kris reported that the Building and Grounds account 
was $3997.87. These funds are from the Bunkhouse and 
Cabana rentals and are used for lodge, bunkhouse and 
cabana supplies and miscellaneous items.  
2) Poole suggested we use a concrete leveling com-
pound to repair the concrete which has degraded. 
3) Bob Swenson brought up for discussion the proposed 
safety berm project in the lower meadow. Poole gave an 
update on the plan including a proposal to designate an 
area for snowmobile through traffic only along the road 
side. Material moved from the expansion of the middle 
lot will be used for the berm. He is setting July as the 
completion time for these projects. 
5) The Project list was shared so that Project Leaders 
can notify Robin for Newsletter publication of dates and 
times of activities where volunteers are needed. 
6) Bob Poole reported that replacing the decking at the 
pool project will begin on May 10. May 10 is also the 
lower meadow cleanup party. Volunteers are needed to 
help with these projects. 
7) Harold was asked to level the ‘Thomson’ sign in the 
lower meadow. The ground obviously has shifted.  

11. Fire and Safety:

 

1) No yard waste/fire-wise debris is to be dumped in the 
lower meadow. Harold will put a sign up and post on 
the reader board.  

12. Member Input:

 

1) The board was reminded that they agreed at a prior 
meeting to furnish financial statements and check de-
tails.  

13. Old Business:

 

1) Steve provided an update to the conclusion of the 
Pedersen lawsuit. The order was entered on April 8. The 
Order is online at our web site under Resources. The 
treasurer will provide the cost Sky Meadows absorbed 
for this lawsuit. 
2) Bob Swenson reported we have the cameras and 
DVR recorder for the web cam and security system 
which will be installed when spring actually arrives. We 
also have the weather station and it will be included and 

become available on the web site. 
3) Insurance Carrier requirements were discussed.  
Steve reported that we must develop a system for re-
quiring guests to be signed in so that we can be diligent 
about ensuring all individuals recreating at Sky Mead-
ows are members or their guests. 
4) Kris expressed her change of heart and disapproval 
of the current initiative to hire a part time manager. Bob 
Poole explained that we have attempted to reach out to 
find someone to manage the paperwork and job priori-
ties on a part time basis.  

14. Adjourn to executive session 

 

1) Motion Peggy/Poole to adjourn to executive session 
at 1:51 PM. Unanimous. 
Adjourned to executive session at1:51 PM.   

15. Adjourn executive meeting & resume regular 
meeting

 

1)Call to order of executive session at 1:58  P.M. 
2).Motion to adjourn Executive Session to regular meet-
ing, Swenson/Poole at 2:05 PM.  

16. Adjournment February meeting

 

1) Motion Swenson/Poole to adjourn regular meeting at 
2:05 PM. Unanimous  

Respectfully Submitted, Steve Locati, Secretary              

W ATER LEAKS  

Maintaining our water system is    

everyone's responsibility. It is 

your duty and stated in the bylaws 

that you must shut your water off 

at the meter when you leave for 

more than 24 hours. 

Thank you. 
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Name______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone#_________________________________Sky Meadows Division and Lot Number_______________________________________  

Donation Amount $__________________________________________Pledge Amount$_____________________________________ 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  Bob Poole:      471 Pumphouse Hill Rd. Cle Elum WA 98922   (253-332-9713)  

CUT AND MAIL TO THE ADDRESS BELOW 

Groomer Donation/Pledge 

Sky Meadows Groomer Replacement 

The snow has melted but the snow groomer replacement effort is in a critical time frame.  We plan to 

replace the 1970's groomer with a used groomer in the mid 1990's  vintage.  These used groomers 

will soon be ending their season and be placed on the market.  We need your donations to help as 

purchase a replacement groomer for next season. 

A big thanks to all that have made pledges or donations. Please fill out the bottom of this form and help us keep our 

winter recreation access in Sky Meadows enjoyable for all by assuring we have a working groomer for the 2008/2009 

season. Questions, call Bob Poole at 253-332-9713/roberthpoole@comcast.net or Bob Brutsche at 206-947-2290/

robertbrutsche@yahoo.com. 

FOR SALE  *   FOR SALE   

2005 Kymco 90. Electric start. Automatic. 

$1100.00. Call John at 360-825-2383.  

Yamaha Moto 80. Electric start, 5 speed. 

Runs good. $500. Call John at 360-825-2383. 

  



  

Sky Meadows Ranch & Country Club 
PO Box 117 
Cle Elum WA 98922   


