
  
February 2008/January Minutes 

Board Positions

 

President    
Bob Swenson    509.304.8554                                               
happyrb2@hughes.net 

Vice President/Roads & Parking    
Bob Poole      253.332.9713   

Secretary   
Steve Locati       509.929.4325                                                                                                                    

Treasurer   
Brenda Martin 509.674.2826 

Water  
Trent Ely       253.670.8099                             

Fire & Safety  
Dale DeGour   253.630.8630                       

Building & Grounds   
Kris Johnson       509.674.4910    

Architectural  
Colin Ferrin  509.674.4667                  
colinf@wildblue.net                                                      

Non Board Positions                                 

  

Newsletter   
Robin Swenson 509.674.2544  
happyrb@hughes.net                                          

Activities Position  OPEN                                                

Sky Meadows Website *NEW *     
www.skymeadowsranch.org  
The newsletters are available                     
in color online.   

Caretaker Phone #’s 
Lodge              509-674-7753 
Cell-Harold  509-304-8458 
      Days off are Wed/Thurs.  

TO REPORT A FIRE  

800-562-6010 (DNR)  or 911 

Thank you to These                     
Members for their Efforts                               

on our Behalf 

The “Sky Meadows News” is published monthly by the Sky Meadows Association and does not  warrant   or endorse any product or service advertised herein. 

The Newsletter usually starts out simple and straight forward. Then as information is pulled 
together it always grows, sometimes as much as 4 pages or more. It seems there is never a 
shortage of information that needs to be communicated. This issue is no exception.  

 Website update. A new website has been in development and is ready for initial 
introduction. It can be accessed at www.skymeadowsranch.org . The website is still 
being refined, but is operational. The plan is to include webcam interface in the near 
future. If you have any questions please contact Robin. Her contact information is on 
the front page of the Newsletter. 
Groomed Trail Usage. Trail grooming is paid for by snowmobile registration and as 
such riding anything other than a legally registered snowmobile on the trails is illegal. 
The only exception is inside Sky Meadows where quads are acceptable. Quads are not 
legal outside of Sky Meadows on groomed trails. Also it is imperative that snowmo-
biles stay on groomed trails while passing through private property outside of Sky 
Meadows. If we violate this we may loose the privilege of passing through the private 
property. 
The Winter Parks and Recreation Grooming maps and schedule are available 
online at: http://www.parks.wa.gov/winter/ 

   

Comments regarding grooming can be directed to;    
State Parks Winter Programs Directors;     

James Horan,  360-586-6600, email  james.horan@parks.wa.gov        
Colleen Maguire, 360-586-6646, email  colleen.maguire@parks.wa.gov

   

Kittitas County Grooming Council representative;     
Bob Swenson, 509-674-2544, email  happyrb2@hughes.net

 

http://www.skymeadowsranch.org
http://www.skymeadowsranch.org
http://www.parks.wa.gov/winter/
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“Firewise helper needed”. We are looking for a volunteer to assist Dale with our Firewise program. 
He needs a helper to document data and coordinate weekend jobs. Fire is a big concern in  our de-
velopment and we need to continue working on making our area safer. Please contact Dale at 253-
630-8630 for more information. 

Water usage/leaks. Water leaks and usage are an ongoing concern for Sky Meadows. Our system 
was designed and constructed over a series of years with different engineering firms, contractors and 
materials. We tend to have more than normal water leaks as a result of this heritage and our varying 
cold climate. It is everyone's responsibility to shut off your water at the meter if you are going to be 
gone from your property for more than 24 hours. An easy way to check your line for potential leaks is 
to turn off all water use in your RV or Cabin and check to see if your meter is still turning. If it is turn-
ing at all, you have a leak and should inform our caretaker and address fixing it immediately. We rec-
ommend you perform this check regularly.  

Dog Leash Policy. Dogs running loose is a problem and many members have expressed concerns 
about a few bothersome dogs. Sky Meadows has a Dog Leash Policy that states “All dogs, regard-
less of size or temperament, will be required to be on leashes when off the property of their owners.” 
Violators will be fined. The full policy can be accessed and read on the Sky Meadows website at 
www.skymeadowsranch.org . 

Safety on the roads. Please use caution on our roads as we have both vehicles and walkers and 
children playing. If out at night, wear reflective clothing. Speed limit is 15 MPH. 

Board meeting date changed. The February meeting will be on the 23rd, not the 16th.  

Firewise hours. A Fire wise grant has been applied for. All members who spend time clearing, thin-
ning, pruning and removing slash are asked to report their time spent, gas cost, including transporta-
tion to Sky Meadows and include  the time and estimated fuel hauling debris to the pile. This informa-
tion should be reported to Dale tweety16@aol.com or call 253-630-8638 and leave message. The 
grant has a matching funds requirement and this information will be reported to satisfy that require-
ment. 

WASA Convention. The annual Washington State Snowmobile Association Convention will be held 
this year in Cle Elum  Centennial Center on February 16th, 17th and 18th. If you would like to attend 
any or all of the convention please contact the Chamber of Commerce or WSSA directly. 

Snowmobile Noise. Several members and guests continue to run loud/illegal pipes on their snow-
mobiles. If you are one of those folks please be a good neighbor and address the problem.   

http://www.skymeadowsranch.org


  
 Sky Meadows Ranch & Country Club 

Board of Trustees Meeting                                         
 Saturday January 19                                       
 Un-approved Minutes  

The meeting of the Board of Trustees of Sky Meadows 
Ranch & Country Club was held in the Cabana.  A 
quorum was present and the meeting was called to or-
der at 9:03am.  

1.Board Members Present

 

Bob Swenson, Bob Poole, Colin Ferrin, Trent Ely, 
Steve Locati, Kris Johnson, Dale DeGour  

 2. Board Members Absent   
Brenda Martin  

3.Presidents Remarks:

 

1) Bob expressed condolences to the families who 
have lost love ones recently. Long term members Bob 
Johnson Sr., Don Martin and Richard Burke have re-
cently passed.  

4.Correspondence:

 

1) Discussion occurred regarding correspondence from 
member who had a large water leak resulting in a large 
charge. 
2) A letter of thanks was received from Harold and 
Phyllis Munson expressing their gratitude for flowers 
sent by Sky Meadows Association upon the passing of 
Bob Johnson Sr. 
5.Minutes:

 

1) Motion Poole/Ely to approve minutes from last 
meeting published in newsletter. Unanimous.  

6.Caretakers report:

 

1) Harold expressed thanks to Vern and Linda Wood 
for taking care of water system when he was away and 
to Bob Brutsche for assisting with the grooming. 
2) Harold commented on the positive affect the park-
ing plan has had. 
3) New snowmobile is working very well, it accommo-
dates hauling tools and is a good work sled. 
4) Snow plow has worked very well so far. Harold has 
been able to keep the areas that are to be maintained. 
5) There are a couple leaks, one about 3 gpm in the 
Aspen Springs area. 
6) Internet access at the lodge was discussed in regards 

to installing a web cam and possibly having unsecured 
wireless access for members. Steve will pursue options 
for consideration.  

7.Water Report:

 
1) Grey and Osborne Engineering invoices were dis-
cussed. Trent will investigate this bill before it is paid. 
2) Potential for drilling a water well on Lot 1C was 
discussed. It was decide that we should contact drillers 
for estimates and to determine costs of bringing the 
water into the system. 
3) The Health Department has approved a reduction of 
water allocation based on our statistics demonstrating 
less than allocated usage. It is anticipated that there 
will be more water upgrade applications approved in 
the near future. 
4) Motion  Locati/Ely to authorize the water chair to 
approve 22 water upgrades that are currently pending 
under the current application process and fees. Unani-
mous. 
5) Thanks were expressed to Trent for all of his work 
in making these water upgrades possible. 
6) The sale of the ozinator was discussed. This system 
has not been used for many years. Trent is offering it 
for sale to an interested entity.   

8.Roads and Parking:

 

1) Bob Poole thanked everyone for their help. 
2) Bob is working on road surfaces options to consider 
for spring. 
3) The groomer pledge fund is growing. All winter use 
members are encouraged to make a pledge to donate to 
purchasing an upgraded groomer. We have pledges for 
about $3,000.00 so far.   
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9.Treasurers

 
1) Motion Swenson/Poole to approve checks 8678 through 
8707 with exception of holding check 8687 until Trent 
verifies charge for check 8687. Unanimous. 
2) Discussion occurred regarding last years budget over-
ages. There was apparently no consideration in budgeting 
this year for overages of budget that occurred last year. 
The board is hopeful that there are allowances in this 
year’s budget which will help make up the differences. 
Planning for the remainder of this year and next year will 
occur in a fashion to make up previous budget shortfalls.   

10.Building and Grounds:

 

1) Debris pile in meadow has not been addressed and Kris 
reported that it will be removed after the snow falls. 
2) Projects planning agenda was requested for the upcom-
ing spring summer and fall seasons. 
3) Dale reported that a showcase in lodge for display of 
information will be installed. 
Members and the board expressed concerns regarding all 
of the advertising and various bulletin boards posted 
throughout the lodge. The board agreed that they will 
come up with a plan as to where member’s items can and 
cannot be posted in the lodge.  

11.Fire and Safety:

 

1) Dale expressed need for participation from membership 
regarding firewise documentation. We may obtain grant 
money reimbursement for every hour spent by members 
cleaning and clearing for reduction of fire danger.  

12.Architectural:

 

None  

13.Member Input:

 

1) Discussion occurred about changing the February meet-
ing date as a result of the WSSA Convention that is in Cle 

Elum the same day. 
Motion Locati/Poole to change the date of the February 
meeting to February 23. Unanimous.  

14.Executive Session:

 
Motion to adjourn to executive session Swenson/Poole 
at 11:09 Am. Unanimous.  

Motion to adjourn Executive session and re-
adjournment of Regular meeting Swenson/Locati at 
11:47 AM. Unanimous.  

15.Old Business

 

1) The reversionary clause on the Sky Meadows’ lower 
lot was discussed. 
2) The pending Lawsuit over road plowing is scheduled 
for hearing February 20th in Ellensburg.  

16.New Business

 

1) Sky Meadows’ web site re-design was discussed. 
There has been a lot of interest in this and the board is 
moving forward with it. 
2) Water billing program was discussed. Trent will fol-
low up with them.  

17. Adjourn January Meeting

 

1) Motion to Adjourn at 12:15 PM.  Unanimous.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
 Steve Locati, Secretary   

Next Board Meeting is February 23,  
9:00 in the cabana.  

Collection 103.84 

General Bank Acc. 3,688.70 

MRS Club Dues 54,259.81 

MRS Water Capital 38,013.41 

MRS Water Operation 175.39 

Savings 17,662.70 
Water Capital CD 74,688.61 

Total 188,592.46 

 



  
Sky Meadows member Rick Burke passed away Jan.11th after a brief struggle with cancer. Rick served 

on the Board as President several years ago and has been involved in many other Sky Meadows func-

tions. He will be remembered for his many interesting stories, his quick wit and willingness to 

help anyone in need.  Rick will be truly missed by many and our condolences go out to his wife Irene.  

Our community is saddened by the recent death on Monday, January 21 of Henry Hyatt a 4 year old 

boy from Ellensburg. He died after a sledding accident in the meadow. Our condolences go out to 

Henry’s family and friends. 
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Winter code of ethics 

 

I will respect all public and private 
property; and the rights of others to 
enjoy the beauty of the winter wonderland. 

 

I will park considerately, not blocking other 
vehicles of impeding access to trails. 

 

I will keep to the right when meeting other 
trail users and yield the right-of-way to     
down­hill traffic. 

 

I will slow down (or stop) and use caution 
when approaching or overtaking another. 

 

I will respect signed and/or designated areas 
and ski tracks. 

 

I will not block the trail when stopped. 

 

I will not disturb wildlife and will avoid ar-
eas posted for wildlife protection or                             
feeding. 

 

I will not litter. Pack-it-in. pack-it-out. 

 

My destination and travel speed should be 
determined by my ability, equipment, terrain, 
weather and trail traffic. 

 

I will always volunteer assistance if there is 
an emergency. 

 

I will not interfere or harass others and will 
set a good example by my actions for all 
snowmobilers. 
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Another awesome Fun Run.  Thanks to the 141 participants! Our checkpoint volunteers did a great job and I want to thank them 
for making this a fun event.  A big round of applause to Todd Miller & friends at the Seahawks  check point (1), Aimee Chambers, 
Ann Haga, Vicki Gottschalk & Suzanne Winters at the Hawaiian check point (2), Ron & Karen Bell at the beef check  point(3) and 
Dave Chambers and John Winters at the meatball check point (4).  

We couldn’t have done it without the help in the lodge.  Thanks to Shawnee Meyer, Hazel Rengli, Frances Nickel, Char Lee and 
Julie Ring.  Check point 2 was voted the best checkpoint.  Congratulations Aimee, Ann, Vicki & Suzanne.   These wonderful ladies 
passed the award on to Todd at check point 1.  Also, thanks to Dave and Lynn Chambers for setting up the course.  

We had a great raffle and that wouldn’t be possible without the following donators.     

Pierre’s Polaris – Kenmore, Lynnwood Motoplex, Monore Motorsports,  El Caporal Mexican Restaurant – Cle Elum, 
Jerry & Gail Gullickson, Vicki Gottschalk, Cindy Bergley & The Nickel’s  

The winners are:  

Kids – 1st Kyler Kellogg, 2nd Seth Andersen, 3rd Hailey, 4th Kaitlin Dickinson & 5th Jerrod Lee  

Teens – 1st Kylie Martonik, 2nd Chelsea Casserly,  3rd Danny Werlech  

Adult Money Payout – 1st  Brian Aune, 2nd  Brena Kellogg ,3rd Jerry Gullickson.   



  


