
  
October 2007/September Minutes 

Thank you to These                     
Members for their Efforts                               

on our Behalf.  

Board Positions

 

President                                                                     
Irene Burke      509-674-5061               

Vice President                                                      
Bob Swenson   509-674-2544                     

Treasurer                                                           
Joyce Munson     360-779-8279                                

Water                                                          
Trent Ely           253-670-8099                             

Secretary                                                   
Steve Locati        509-929-4325                    

Fire & Safety                                                          
Dale DeGour   253-630-8630                       

Building & Grounds                                                 
Kris Johnson       509-674-4910   

Roads                                                                      
Bob Poole      253- 332-9713                                                    

Architectural                                                      
Position OPEN 

Non Board Positions                                 

  

Newsletter                                            
Robin Swenson   509-674-2544  
                happyrb@hughes.net                                            

Activities                                                   
Position  OPEN                                             

Website                                                    
Tom Plante                                                                  

Sky Meadows Website        
www.skymeadowsranch.com  
The newsletters are available                     
in color online.   

Caretaker Phone #’s 
Lodge              509-674-7753 
Cell-Harold  509-304-8459 
Cell-Diane  509-304-8458 
      Days off are Wed/Thurs. 

Reflecting on the past year  
Since we just had our Sky Meadows Annual Meeting this is a good time to reflect on the 

great things that we participated with this past year. Volunteers made all of these wonderful 
things happen.  

Our board of trustees are all volunteers that spend a tremendous amount of time on our 
behalf and most often get nothing but grief passed their way. We had 2 seasoned volunteers 
leave the board in September. A particular thank you goes to Irene Burke and Joyce Munson 
for their dedication to our community. We would like to also welcome continuing trustee 
Bob Poole and new trustees Brenda Martin and Colin Ferrin. These 3 volunteers were 
elected at the annual meeting.   

Last fall many of you participated in the re-opening of Shadow Creek and 2 trail blazing 
activities on the Easton route for snowmobiles. You worked for weeks to make these happen 
so we all could enjoy them.  

During the winter Sky Riders volunteers sponsored numerous events. The Fun Run is 
always popular and the Play Day this past year included the Vintage Snowmobile Club and a 
vintage racetrack.  

Coordinating the winter snow grooming for Taneum/Manastash is all done through vol-
unteer efforts. This requires a significant amount of time working with the State Parks and 
Recreation Department, the Kittitas County Grooming Council and our grooming contractor.  

Volunteers helped throughout the winter checking our water system and looking for and 
repairing water leaks. It is a cold and difficult task in the snow and frozen ground. The re-
ward is a hot cup of coffee made from good ole Sky Meadows water.  

Then came spring with a big list or projects to get accomplished. The big pile of logs 
dumped in the upper meadow were cut up, split and stacked by volunteers. The lodge will be 
nice and warm this winter.  

Both gates on Shadow Creek needed repairs. The Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 
contacted us and wanted gates and berms repaired in order for us to keep using the route in 
the winter. Heavy equipment and large boulders were volunteered along with bodies to re-
pair the gates that had settled and rebuild the earth berms by the gate area and install large 
rocks to deter people from trespassing.  

Dump runs. There was a lot of cleanup that occurred. The basement of the lodge was a 
mess as was the wooded area behind the lower parking lot. These areas had been treated as 
dumping grounds for several years. Volunteers worked days to clean up the messes and haul 
them away. A large tank was cut up by torch and an old 40foot trailer frame was hauled 
away. A couple dozen old tires were hauled off and at one point a dump truck and heavy 
equipment trailer were used to haul and dispose of the large metal items including the old 
groomer carcass.  

Our beautiful entrance was funded and built by over 100 volunteers. What a huge sup-
port effort by the members of Sky Meadows and some local contractors. This just goes to 
show how we can band together and make huge improvements to our community. We look 
forward to other opportunities of this nature.  

The deck and steps on the lodge were replaced by volunteers with Trex decking donated 
by another member of Sky Meadows. Another significant enhancement that would not have 
been accomplished without donated efforts.       Continued on page 9 
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              Sky Meadows Ranch & Country Club Board of Trustees Meeting  September 15, 2007 

Meeting Called to order by Vice President ,Bob 
Swenson at 9:00AM.  

Board Members Present: Bob Swenson, Trent Ely, 
Bob Poole, Dale Degour, Joyce Munson, Steve Locati  

Board Members Absent: Kris Johnson, Irene Burke  

1. Election of Three Trustees for three year terms 
beginning September, 2007  

A. Presentation of Slate of Trustees   
Bob Poole, Joyce Munson, Brenda Martin, Colin   
Ferrin, Lori Schaafsma, Terri Jester    
a) Call for Nominees from the floor: None  

B.A brief Statement from each candidate.  
C. Vote total by the volunteer counters.   

a) 102 votes total. 6 votes were voided   
b) New Trustees elected are Bob Poole, Colin     

Ferrin and Brenda Martin.  

2. Budget for fiscal year 2007-2008 review  
A. Questions and Answer regarding line items.   

a) It was asked if garbage fees are annual. The    
board reported that it was one billing cycle per    
year for waste management. All other fees are    
semi-annual.   
b) Member expressed concern regarding cost of    
full time resident charges. She expressed concern   
over the cost of debris removal since not all own-  
ers use the debris disposal service. The Board    
reported the debris removal budget is approxi-   
mately $2,000.00 annually. That covers not only    
yard waste debris in the pile but also the removal   
of several loads of debris along side our road -   
ways. It is anticipated that recreational users    
generate less household garbage than part or full   
time residents however recreational users do     
participate with debris disposal. It is also ex-    
pected that all lots be cleared of debris whether    
developed or not.   
c) It was asked why there is an income field for    
Fire and Emergency. It was reported that there    
are currently no fees but there could possibly be    
grant funding which is being applied for.   

d) It was asked what constitutes full time resi-   
dency status. The board reported that it was     
based on more than 180 days of annual occu-    
pancy and that triggers the water usage status    
which is then allocated at 200 gallons per day.    
Any member who has full time status and is not a   
resident for more than 180 days and wants to    
step back to part time, there is a process to allow   
for that. Trent reported that there are approxi-   
mately 15 members who have purchased property   
that was considered full time, but it is now only    
used part time. This affects total allocations ca-   
pabilities.   
e) There were comments regarding the fact that    
members were surprised by the increased costs    
and that it should have been communicated in    
advance.  The board agreed and explained that    
the process was down to the wire at the past     
meeting, but we need to complete such processes   
sooner so there is time to communicate before the   
billing cycles.   
f) It was asked if individuals changing water     
status would allow for more development. The    
board reported potentially yes although we are    
currently producing less than what we have allo-  
cated and we need to catch up to the allocated    
amounts first. It is good however that we are only   
consuming approximately 1/5th of the amount of    
allocation. The water chairman is in discussion    
with the Dept. of Health regarding that fact.   
g) It was asked if the water billing cycle would be   
spaced out to semi-annual rather than being billed   
along with the annual dues. There was no deter-   
mination on that point.   
h) Member requested explanation of community    
utility fees and whether each such line item     
would be used for that purpose. The Treasurer    
reported that the Community Utility Fee was for    
the common areas such as pool, cabana and     
lodge.    
i) It was suggested that expense categories better   
represent income categories. Noted.   
j) Concern was expressed regarding the cost of    
Pool. It was discussed that breaking out more    
detail in the budget expenses may help analyze    
costs. Noted.   
k) Discussion occurred regarding more detailed    
reporting of expenses. The board invited mem-   
bers to attend monthly meetings where full     
budget reports are made and also stated consid- 
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eration of posting budget expenditures in the    
lodge for members review.   
l) It was asked if propane used to heat the pool   
was separated from propane used on the lodge   
and cabana. It currently is not.   
m) Member asked if she steps down to part time   
from fulltime (in water usage status), if they    
would have to go back on a waiting list to up   
grade again. There was much discussion, but it   
was agreed by the board that anyone who steps   
down their allocation that it would be guaran -  
teed in writing that they could upgrade again   
however, they must fit the criteria of less than   
180 days per year of occupancy to be consid-   
ered part time. The water status allocation list   
will be made public.   
n) Member asked about Attorneys fees and in-  
surance costs. The board reported that there is   
an anticipated large expenditure of attorney fees   
due to the Conrad Pedersen lawsuit. The desire   
of the membership at large is that they do not   
want the roads plowed in the winter and there-  
fore we are fighting this lawsuit. The board    
President and Secretary are monitoring attorney   
fees. Part of the increase in the road fund was in   
anticipation of plowing some of the roads, but it   
will not be enough to cover the costs of plowing   
if we lose the Pedersen Lawsuit.   
o) Discussion occurred regarding the hauling of   
debris as opposed to burning. The cost of haul-  
ing is approximately 50 cents per lot per month.   
Dale reported that at the first of the year when   
the debris pile discussion began it was reported   
that we would no longer be able to obtain a    
burn permit for the large piles. He also reported   
that a large part of the cost of debris hauling    
was cleaning up Sky Meadows.  

Vote for approval of the budget from the audience. 
A. Motion to approve:  31, Opposed: 8 

B. Call for vote of board to approve budget, motion 
made by Poole/Swenson. Approved Unanimous.  

3. Members Input: 
A. Member asked about the process regarding the re-
placement of board members after resignation. The 
process that was adopted by the board was explained. 
B. Member asked for an explanation of what the book-
keeping service did as opposed to the job of the Treas-
urer. The Treasurer explained. 
C. It was asked whether there was a requirement re-
garding board members’ attendance. The protocol is 
that the board can dismiss a Trustee that misses three 
or more consecutive meetings. 
D. It was suggested that members input and correspon-
dence be posted on the web site. 
E. It was asked if the web site was a paid position. It is 
currently a volunteer position. 
F. Suggestion was made regarding support positions as 
roads, water and architecture volunteers outside the 
board chair leadership. It was discussed that each 
Chairperson can recruit volunteers from the commu-
nity. 
G. Member asked for clarification of the board regard-
ing an issue of Sky Meadows Caretakers soliciting 
voter ballots during work hours. 
H. Motion made and second to adjourn.  

Annual meeting adjourned at 11:10 AM  

Notices 
Respect Others Property– Just because we are 
in the mountains does not mean that we can do as 
we wish on private properties. The same rules ap-
ply as would apply in any city. Private property is 
just that. We have some neighbors that allow us to 
use their property during the winter months. That 
is a privilege and if abused will likely be termi-
nated. During the months other than winter these 
properties are closed to us. Please respect this. 
Our Fire Level is still TOTAL SHUTDOWN. That 
means NO chainsaws, NO weed-eaters, NO camp-
fires. 
The yard debris pile will be closed after October 
31. 
Please do not leave any trailers or vehicles in the 
roadways. It is a safety hazard as our roads are 
narrow and at night visibility is poor. 
Speed limits are 15MPH on all roads except 10 
MPH around the lodge and on Casassa. 
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Sky Meadows Ranch & Country Club 
Board of Trustees Meeting 

Saturday Sept. 15, 2007 
Un-approved Minutes  

The meeting of the Board of Trustees of Sky Meadows 
Ranch & Country Club was held in the Cabana.  A quorum 
was present and the meeting was called to order at 
11:12AM.  

1. Board Members Present   Bob Swenson, Steve Locati, 
Joyce Munson, Dale DeGour, Bob Poole, Trent Ely  

2.Board Members Absent   Kris Johnson, Irene Burke  

3.Presidents Remarks   None  

4.Minutes

 

1)Motion Munson/Ely to approve minutes from last meet-
ing. Unanimous  

5.Members Input

 

1) Member asked how we will solve the water problems. 
Trent reported that he is working with the Department of 
Health regarding clarification of usage and permitting for 
drilling. 
2)  Statement was made regarding the fact that additional 
water storage will not solve water allocation status, alloca-
tion capabilities are directly related to production capacity. 
3) Question was asked whether policies and bylaw amend-
ments are available. Copies are available on the web site. 
4) Member reported there is a lot of heavy construction 
vehicle activity and asked if they are participating in help-
ing with our roads. The board thanked Norm Cook for do-
ing so. Also mention was made that All Around Under-
ground was helpful in coordinating construction trips. 
5) Member asked about placing speed limit signs and of-
fered to volunteer. 
6) Member reported property owner with his own dump 
truck was speeding on roads and was not cordial when re-
quested to observe the speed limit. 
7) Members expressed that the newsletter was very infor-
mative. However, board member reports could be more 
explanatory. Robin reported that board members could pro-
vide more information. 
8) Member asked that his neighbor be approached regard-
ing damage to the road caused by recent construction. 
9) It was asked if email correspondence was forwarded to 
all board members. It is. 

10) Member asked regarding filling newly installed 
septic tanks. Caretaker asked that he be informed in 
advance of such water usage.  

6. Caretaker’s Report 

 
1) Flow meters were re-installed in wells one, two and 
three and are now working. The total cost was about 
30% of amount budgeted. 
2) With meters working we will be able to monitor and 
better determine production capacity. 
3) Check valves will be installed in near future to stop 
water from back flowing into adjoining wells. 
4) Pool has been closed for the Season.  

7.Correspondence

 

1) Several email notices were received regarding lack 
of information regarding change in fees prior to the 
billing cycle. 
2) Several emails were received regarding perceived 
issues regarding the voting process.  

8. Treasurers Report

  

1) Motion Poole/Degour to approve checks 8400 
through 8402, 8564, 8565 and 8567 through 8590. 
Unanimous 
 2) It was requested that breakout of costs for owners of 
Thornton Creek be made. 
 3)Joyce reported that Petty Cash is to be kept in the 
office and will be audited by the bookkeeper each 
month.  

 

9.Water Report

 

1) Trent reported that he has been working with well 
drillers to have test holes drilled on potential sites. He 
is investigating as to what data the process will provide 
as far as improving our odds of success of drilling. 

Caretaker Bonus 2.88 

Collection 103.68 
General Bank Acc. 7,410.27 

MRS Club Dues 37,134.05 

MRS Water Capital 16,803.73 

MRS Water Operation 470.19 

Savings 16,695.41 

Water Capital CD 74,688.61     

Total 153,308.82 

 



   
2)Discussed potential of buying water rights or pur- 
chasing property with water rights and transferring 
rights to Sky Meadows’ property. 
3) Discussion occurred regarding the plan in the mak- 
ing to raise revenue by selling land not suitable for well 
development to put into our water fund. 
4) The storage tank installation project was discussed. 
The water tank which was purchased is larger than is 
necessary; therefore the cost for installation is signifi- 
cantly more than what is necessary since the extra storage 
will not resolve production issues. It may save a signifi-
cant amount of money to abandon that project and install a 
smaller tank.  The foundation design for the larger tank 
could still be used for another location where more storage 
would be more advantageous for reserve. Trent will work 
with the rest of the board to choose the best resolution. 
MOTION Ely/Locati to purchase a less expensive 5000 
gallon tank to put in place of the existing Sawmill tank 
that needs to be replaced. Discussion Motion amended by 
Swenson/Locati to identify the process and costs to re-
place the existing tank by the next meeting to take action. 
Unanimous. 
5)Trent reported that he shared actual water usage with 
Department of Health and is hopeful that we can lower the 
allocation amounts due to actual usage as opposed to 
amounts originally projected when current plan was devel-
oped. 
6)Refurbishing of well no. 1 was discussed and it was 
agreed that since well 1 was not a high producer when it 
was originally drilled that it would probably not be a good 
investment to spend money refurbishing it to attempt to 
increase production at this time.  

10.Roads & Parking Report

 

1)Bob Poole thanked everyone for trying to stay off roads 
and drive carefully during times of treatment. 
2)Gravel was spread by contractor in some area where it 
was not planned. 
3)Bob suggested that we look at our architectural require-
ments and include proper rip rap on the upside of culverts.  
Also that there are utilities in culverts in some areas that 
need to be addressed. 
4)Bob presented a winter parking proposal for considera-
tion. It is proposed that there will be no long term parking 
in the lower lot. The proposal is to allow long term trailer 
parking, all season, in the middle lot east of Casassa Road.  
Long term single axle trailer parking will be in the new 
small lot above the lower lot. Short term trailer and guest 
parking only will be allowed in the lower lot. 
5)Debris removal pile will be closed November 1st. 

11.Buildings & Grounds Report

 
1)Diane reported that the bunkhouse level of occu-
pancy has been high for the summer season. 
2)Caretakers reported that the pool fence can be re-
placed this fall still. A date will be chosen and volun-
teers solicited. 
3)Diane reported that bunkhouse window replace-
ment is still being looked into.  

12.Architectural Report

 

1) None 
2) Comments made regarding site plan approval and 
the need for closer review.  

13.Activities Report (Also Posted on Website Cal-
endar)

 

1) Sky Riders Potluck Social October 6th at 7:00. 
Bring your favorite dish or dessert. (Bring your own 
plate, silverware and drink).  

14.Fire Safety

 

1)Dale reported he will talk to the lot owner who had 
a dump truck load of debris from lot cleanup dumped 
at the firewise pile. 
2)Reports of contact being made regarding chain 
saws, weed-eaters and brush saws being used during 
burn ban. 
3)Discussion occurred regarding the fact that Sky 
Meadows considers itself at one level higher than the 
County due to the fact that there is so much combus-
tible material. 
4) Dale has been discussing the timber harvest area 
outside of Sky Meadows with DNR. They are stating 
that they are not able to honor their proposal of a 
buffer area due to removal of diseased trees. 
5) Surveillance system is still a high priority. Dale 
has concerns regarding the software that runs the se-
curity system he is donating. The board will consider 
purchasing a different system at a future date.  
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6) Dale reported that the Fire District is stating that not 
making a provision for a fire truck at Sky Meadows 
will affect our insurance rating. He is working on at-
tempting to verify this information. 
7) The information request that went out in the newslet-
ter resulted in a significantly favorable response that 
members would like to have a fire truck housed at Sky 
Meadows. 
8) Discussion occurred regarding the property which 
Sky Meadows conveyed to the fire district 18 years 
ago. The conveyance contained a reversionary clause 
that the property reverted if a Fire Station was not con-
structed on the property. We have informed the Fire 
District that we expect that the title has been reverted 
unless they have immediate plans to construct a fire 
house at their expense in the immediate future.  

15.Old Business

 

1)Motion to confirm Policy # FIN-03 Munson 
Locati. Unanimous. 
2) Steve reported on potential Elk Mountain Resort 
Purchase of 54 acres Southerly of Sky Meadows. The 
project is being reviewed to ensure that before a vote 
of the membership is requested, that all feasibility 
requirements, possibly including test holes for water 
well have been considered and costs per lot owner 
are calculated as accurately as possible. 
3) Hearing date has been set regarding the Pedersen 
Lawsuit.   

16.New Business  None  

17.Members Input – Part 2

 

1)It was requested to allow Harold the authority to re-
move dead trees within road easement areas. Harold 
has that authority as it is part of his normal job. 
2)It was asked if the old sign which was removed from 
the meadow was being replaced. Joyce reported that 
Kris was working on it.   

The meeting adjourned at 2:25 PM. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Steve Locati, Secretary 

 
Calendar of Events 

October 6   Sky Rider’s Meeting 5:30 and Potluck Dinner                
7:00 at the lodge. All are welcome! 

October 13  Board Meeting Date Change(not 20th) 
October 17  Wednesday Potluck at the lodge 5:00PM 
October 20-21 16th Annual WSSA Snowmobile Expo        

and Swap Meet / Puyallup Fairgrounds.       
This is your opportunity to buy/sell new or      
used equipment or you can take a GPS,                        
Avalanche, Safety or other FREE                   
seminars. For more information go to        
www.wssa.us 

Nov. 3   Sky Rider’s Meeting 5:30 and Potluck Dinner                
7:00 at the lodge. All are welcome! 

Dec. 1   Sky Rider’s Christmas Part Potluck      

7:00 at the lodge 

Next Board Meeting October 13   

9:00am Cabana 

All Members are welcome to attend these meetings. 

            Honda XR250L $1500 . Excellent condition.  

Contact Bob at 509.304.8554 or Ryan at 

206.913.3555.                                                                

Honda CR125 $1700. Excellent condition. Contact 

Bob at 509.304.8554 or Ryan at 206.913.3555. 

2006 Arctic Cat 700 EXT EFI Sabercat. Studded 

track, low miles. $6000. 509-929-4325. 

2006 Arctic Cat M7 Sno Pro. 162” track. Low 

miles. $7,000. 509-929-4325. 

House available for lease during winter months, 

November through April. Furnished, 2 bedroom with 

large loft. Contact Rick & Irene Burke for more de-

tails 509 674 5061. 

Member Items For Sale 

 

http://www.wssa.us


  
How To Be A Good Neighbor 

Here is a friendly reminder of what we all can do to be a good neighbor. The covenants 

and dog policy can be read in their entirety on the web at www.skymeadowsranch.com.  

Respect Others Property– Just because we are in the mountains does not mean that we can do as we wish on pri-
vate properties. The same rules apply as would apply in any city. Private property is just that. We have some neighbors 
that allow us to use their property during the winter months. That is a privilege and if abused will likely be terminated. 
During the months other than winter these properties are closed to us. Please respect this. 

Burning– Please be aware of the Burn Ban Levels. We live in a very high risk area. Please educate your friends & family 
so that we can keep our fire risks down.  Quads and motorcycles need to have spark arresters (this is the law). Please 
don’t throw cigarette butts on the ground. 

Level 1- Small campfires allowed, no clearing fires, weed eaters and saws OK . 

Level 2- NO fires or briquette BBQ’s. Saws OK until 1:00pm. 

Level 3- Total shutdown. NO fires or saws. 

Covenant-Firearms-Firearms shall be permitted on the Real Property, but may not be discharged so as to endanger 
life, limb, or property, or interfere with the use and enjoyment of the Real Property by owners. (Article 3 section 5) 

Covenant-Lot maintenance -Each lot shall be maintained in a clean, sightly condition at all times and be kept free of 
litter, junk, trash, rubbish, garbage, weeds, debris, Containers, equipment, and building materials. however, the reason-
able keeping of equipment and materials on a lot during construction on such lot shall be permitted.                                
(Article 3, section 2) 

Dog Leash Policy– All dogs regardless of size or temperament, will be required to be on leashes when off the property 
of their owners. Dog owners are expected to control their animals barking. 

Noise Levels– Please keep the noise level down between 10:00pm-7:00am. Although we are in the country, it is still a 
development and we need to respect our neighbors. 

Garbage Dumpster Use-NO Large items, furniture, carpet, sinks, construction debris, hazardous waste. This is for 
household garbage ONLY in a trash bag. All other items should be hauled to the refuse station. 

Yard Debris/Firewise Clean up Pile– Sky Meadows association and property owners have neglected to adequately 
remove fire hazard materials for years. We are considered to be an extremely high risk fire hazard area.  For the con-
venience of the members the association collects yard debris in a firewise pile in the lower parking lot during the spring 
through fall time period. This debris is hauled and disposed of offsite. It is the cleanest, safest and most responsible 
means for us to clean up and reduce risk to Sky Meadows. Please support this activity and clean your property.   

VANDALISM ABOVE SKY MEADOWS  
We have been contacted by KITTCOM ( Kittitas County 911) of recent vandalism at the antenna site on Microwave 

road above Sky Meadows. KITTCOM has been doing some construction at their tower and had an excavator at the work 
site. The windows of the excavator were broken out with rocks. If you have any information on this vandalism please 
contact Bob Johnson at KITTCOM 509.925.8537 or 509.899.1280.  

This type of vandalism is what caused the gates to be installed 6 years ago. Without proof it is impossible to say the 
damage was caused by Sky Meadows members or guests. However, we are the predominant group of people in the 
area. We can lose our privilege of using this private property in the winter when episodes like this happen.   
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Trustee Candidate Information Sheet

 
NAME:__________________________________ LOT# _______________ PHONE:_________________________  

How long have you been a Sky Meadows landowner:_______________  

Occupation / Related Education / Related Experience:__________________________________________________     

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________       

What are your personal interests: ___________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Brief statement on why you would like to be a Board Member in 50 words or less:___________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questionnaire

 

What do you feel are the top three most pressing problems at Sky Meadows? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 Assuming the funding was available, what would your top five priorities be? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

There may be an opening for a 2 year term as a Sky Meadows Board Trustee. This would not 

be an elected position it would be appointed  by the board. Anyone interested is asked to com-

plete this sheet and return  to Steve Locati,Secretary PO Box 117 Cle Elum WA 98922  



       
Roads and Winter Parking Report   

The Casassa entrance road has been graded and compacted as well as oiled to help improve the surface.  The 
crushed culvert pipe under Skulls Spring road has been replaced.  

The Sky Meadows Thikol Groomer was in need of desperate repairs.  Rick and Lori Caraway have helped in getting 
our injectors and the injection pump repaired and rebuilt.   Bob Brutsche has been hard at work turning the wrenches 
and the motor is running smooth again.  Problems with the starter, throttle linkage, and fuel pump are in Bob’s competent 
hands and should be corrected soon.  The left track tensioner has failed and we have the replacement part in hand.  We 
will need to remove the left track to install it and hope to have it accomplished in early October.  Thanks go out to Rick 
and Lori Caraway and Bob and Trisha Brutsche for their contributions.  

Winter parking improvements have been implemented.  The upper lot will remain for members only vehicle parking.  
The lower lot will not be utilized for trailer storage and will be for weekend members with trailers and guest vehicles.  A 
new trailer storage lot has been built for single axle open trailers just above the lower parking lot.  The middle parking lot 
has been graded to accommodate storage of both single and double axle trailers. Large enclosed trailers 
that will be used for storage most of the winter belong in this lot. The lodge parking lot will be for member 
and guest vehicles without trailers.  The area next to the dumpster and on the east side of the upper park-
ing lot will be utilized as an overflow parking location.  

Trailer storage is for members only and each member must register and display the assigned number 
on their trailer.  Parking assignments will be made beginning October 27 at 10:00 AM in the lodge with 
members with registered trailers drawing a number for first assignment locations.  Members after October 
27 can make trailer storage arrangements by e-mailing Bob Poole at roberthpoole@comcast.net once 
they have registered their trailer with the caretaker.  We will plow and remove snow in the lower parking lot, Casassa 
road to the upper parking lot, Sky Meadows Drive to accommodate access to the upper parking lot, as well as the lodge 
parking lot and dumpster area.  Plowed access will be made to the trailer storage lots. Additional plowing may occur as 
required.  

The above winter parking and storage of trailers plan will be implemented to accommodate all our member’s needs 
and may be adjusted as required.  With improved snow removal (plowing), the creation of a new single axle trailer stor-
age lot, as well as the cooperation of members and guest it is hoped we will all have an enjoyable 2007-2008 winter rec-
reational season. 
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Continued from front page/reflecting on the past year  

Volunteers filled in the caretaker position covering days off and vacation time for approximately 135 days. This is a significant 
contribution and greatly appreciated by all of us.  

The irrigation system around the perimeter fencing at the lodge that is fed by the spring above the upper meadow was buried to 
complete the project protecting the pipes and cleaning up the area. A volunteer donated equipment and time to dig the trenching nec-
essary to bury the line.  

Our road system has been in disarray. Little if any attention has been paid to them for years. This past year you authorized a fund-
ing level that allows slow improvement to occur. Significant volunteer effort went into building the plan and implementing it. Days 
were spent by several volunteers graveling, grading, hand raking sections, rolling, applying water to settle the gravel and applying an 
asphalt product. This effort is planned to continue.  

Fire Wising the entrance road and lower meadow area by thinning and limbing trees was accomplished by several volunteers. 
Additional volunteer efforts went into the removal of several large debris piles along Sky Meadows roads and coordinating the pick 
up of the debris pile in the lower parking area. This effort is just a start of what we need to do throughout Sky Meadows.  

Volunteer efforts are preparing and building winter parking areas for all of us to use. This has taken many days of labor and use 
of donated equipment.  

Our 1974 snow groomer had several maintenance issues that have been overlooked for years. Volunteers removed, rebuilt or re-
placed the injectors and injector pump, starter, intake manifold, throttle linkage, the seat and the left track tensioner. As this article is 
being written work is continuing so there may be more items dealt with to get the groomer ready for winter use.  

Sky Meadows volunteers started the Central Washington ATV Association in an effort to enhance and expand our ATV/ORV 
riding areas. Joining together and working with owners and agencies creates our best opportunity of promoting responsible riding. 
Work is underway with the U.S. Forest Service.  

There is much more than what was listed above that actually occurred. There are simply too many people to try to list them.                 
Everyone involved can be proud that you made a difference. All of us truly appreciate your caring and willingness to step forward to 
help others and the community. A Huge Thank You to All That Participated.  



  


