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Sky Meadows News 
Thank you to These                     

Members for their Efforts                               
on our Behalf. 

Board Positions                                  
President                                                                     

Irene Burke      509-674-5061               
Vice President                                                      

Bob Swenson   509-674-2544                     
Treasurer                                                           

Joyce Munson     360-779-8279                                
Water                                                          

Trent Ely           253-670-8099                             
Secretary                                                   

Steve Locati        509-929-4325                    
Fire & Safety                                                          

Dale DeGour   253-630-8630                       
Building & Grounds                                                 

Kris Johnson       509-674-4910   
Roads                                                                      

Bob Poole      253- 332-9713                                                    
Architectural                                                      

Dave Anderson   253-639-1855                                    

Non Board Positions                                    
Newsletter                                            

Robin Swenson   509-674-2544  
                happyrb@hughes.net                                            

Activities                                                   
Position  OPEN                                             

Website                                                    
Tom Plante                                                                  

   Sky Meadows Website        
www.skymeadowsranch.com 

The newsletters are available online. 
       

    Caretaker Phone #’s 

    Lodge              509-674-7753 
      Cell-Harold  509-304-8459 
      Cell-Diane  509-304-8458 
      Days off are Wed/Thurs. 

 
There is a lot of action in our development this year. As you enter by the mail 

boxes you can see the beautiful entrance project taking shape. This is an activity that 
over 70 volunteer families from our development are financing and constructing. Many 
thanks to those involved. Next you’ll notice that many of the roads have been graveled, 
graded and treated to begin building a more solid road bed and one that will better con-
trol dust. This is the result of the road servicing plan adopted by the board in January 
of this year .   

The water system has 2 key activities occurring; First, is a maintenance effort to 
clean the filter system and restricted water lines from several of our wells in the lower 
meadow. We will report the results of this effort in next months minutes and Newslet-
ter.  Next, is the activity to located the big white tank that is laying next to the entrance 
road. An engineering firm out of Yakima is beginning to design the installation of this 
tank on the Sky Meadows owned lot at the end of Sawmill road. That is Lot 53 Div II. 
We do not have an estimated completion date for this installation or the movement of 
the tank. It is our desire to move the tank to this lot location prior to winter. We will 
keep you informed.  

Last month the board sent out a survey to gather data in an effort to help guide 
them as they manage the affairs of our development. Response to the survey has been 
good, but there are still many who have not completed it. Many of us are not shy voic-
ing our opinions when something doesn’t occur as we think it should, but are slow to 
get involved to influence the decision. Please take the time to fill it out and mail it. The 
deadline is June 30.   

There will be a “Fire Wise Presentation” on July 21st at 1:00pm.(After the board 
meeting). District 7 Fire Chief, Russ Hobbs will talk to us about how we can create a 
safer environment to live and play in. Please join us.  

Have a safe and  relaxing summer! 

http://www.skymeadowsranch.com


  
              Sky Meadows Ranch & Country Club Board of Trustees Meeting  June 16, 2007 

NOTICES

 
Garbage dumpster is for household use only. NO 
CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS. This is for bagged 
garbage. 
Burn ban is in effect- FIRE LEVEL 2-NO FIRES OR 
BBQs,WEED EATERS AND SAWS OK UNTIL 1 PM. 
NO FIREWORKS ALLOWED. 
October board meeting is changed to October 13th. 
There are 3 board positions open. If you are inter-
ested please fill out the enclosed form and mail in. 
Information on the candidates will be provided in 
the newsletter along with the ballot. 
Please mail in your survey before June 30th. 
Aug 4-Annual Sky Meadows Garage.Sale 9-5.  

 Mark your calendars and start rounding up               
 your treasures.   

Un-Approved Minutes  

 Meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM  

1.Board Members Present: Irene Burke, Bob 
Swenson, Steve Locati, Dale DeGour, Bob Poole. Kris 
Johnson, Joyce Munson.  

2.Members Absent: Trent Ely, Dave Anderson.  

3.DNR Presentation:

 

1) Erin Kreutz from DNR Spoke about the timber sale 
occurring in our area. She stated that the timber cutting 
will be selective and is to minimize fire danger and dis-
eased trees. 
2) She asked for input regarding Timber cutting in close 
proximity to the development. She stated that the activ-
ity will include feathering near the subdivision bounda-
ries. The harvest area will be in Section 18 East of Sky 
Meadows(The section outside of Eastgate). 
3) They will be burning the slash and make a best effort 
to clean up existing slash in the area. There was much 
input regarding the need to clean up the existing slash 
that is considered a fire hazard. Board members made 
statements regarding the fact that DNR is encouraging 
us to fire wise our subdivision, but that DNR is not giv-
ing the same consideration in their management policies 
on their property bordering our development. 
4) The timber sale will occur next fall and harvesting 
will most likely occur early next summer. Access for 

the cutting will be out Elk Heights. 
5) Erin asked whether we would like to have a fire 
break. The board requested that there be a taper outside 
of the subdivision, to keep it aesthetically acceptable 
and place a more aggressive fire break on the outside of 
that buffer. 
6) Erin announced that THERE WILL BE A FAMILY 
FOREST OWNERS FIELD DAY ON GOLF COURSE 
ROAD Saturday The 24th. 
7) Anyone who feels strongly about not harvesting a 
particular tree or trees in the vicinity of their property  
should mark them with pink tape for consideration.  

4.Presidents remarks:

 

1) Irene thanked all the volunteers who have worked on 
the road dust control and the entrance gate. 
2) Motion Poole/Swenson to have an executive meetin-
gat the end of the regular meeting  to discuss legal and 
employment matters. Passed Unanimously.  

5.Members Concerns:

 

1) Member expressed concern about cost of having 
firewise material hauled away instead of burned. He is 
concerned about fiduciary responsibility. 

A) The fire chair reported that some of the ex-
pense of cleaning up Sky Meadows is due to 
previous years of neglect. 
B) Irene reported that we are operating within   

       our budget. 
2) It was asked if the standpipes were for fire. Harold 
reported that the only hydrant is at the corner of Rodeo 
Road and Sky Meadows Drive. 
3) Concern was expressed regarding purported neglect 
of the well system. The member also expressed con-
cerned regarding horses within the well radius areas. 
Kris reported that the DOE has stated that it is permissi-
ble. She was asked to provide documentation regarding 
the matter. The rules were further discussed. 
4) Winter fencing and berming of well heads for safety 
was discussed. 
5) Members complained that horses are causing noxious 
odors and horse flies around the pool and Cabana. 
6) The board reported that Kris Johnson has been as-
signed to create a proposal regarding the management 
of the boarding of members’ horses. 
7) It was discussed that the horses should be moved to 
the lower part of the meadow during pool times. 
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8) Another member reported that she hasn’t smelled 
the horses at the pool area. 
9) The board discussed better rotation of the pasturing 
as a solution.  

6.Caretaker Report:

 
1) Well refurbishing is still in process. Well number 
three was the first well to be worked on and the results 
should be evident in the next week or so. The process 
of putting Carbon Dioxide Dry Ice into the wells to 
open the area takes time. 
2) Well number two treatment in process. 
3) The company doing the work has reported that it is 
taking longer due to some of the problems not antici-
pated. Such as, there were restrictors put at the bottom 
of the wells, above the pump, by the company that in-
stalled the ozinator. These were 3 GPM restrictors that 
were designed to keep the pumps running more con-
tinuously, but were apparently too small, and some are 
plugged. 

A) All of the restrictors will be removed, and 
if we need restrictors, they will be placed at a 
location where they can be accessed and main-
tained rather than within the well. 

4) A member asked why the new well wasn’t drilled 
deeper. Harold reported that the well driller hit water 
that he thought was significant and the decision was 
made to stop instead of drilling deeper. 
5) A member reported that there has been trash 
dumped on his lot and asked if he could put in the 
dumpster. He was told that it must be hauled to solid 
waste disposal in Cle Elum.  

7.Minutes:

 

1) Comments solicited by the President. 
2) The caretaker reported that his opinion of the mo-
tion made at a previous meeting regarding the payment 
of his incentive bonus was not handled to his satisfac-
tion because he had to pay taxes on the money. The 
treasurer reported that she would like any motions re-
garding payment of compensation should include the 
fact that the money is to be taxable. 
3) Motion Swenson/Johnson to approve minutes from 
last meeting. Unanimously approved. 
8.Correspondence:

 

1) Correspondence was read from a member regarding 
members not keeping their pets on leashes. The board 
discussed and acknowledged this as a problem. 

A) Dale reported that the policy guidelines in    
  process will address this. 

9. Treasurers Report:

 
1) Joyce reported that notices are going out to all prop-
erty owners who have not paid their dues. 
2) She reported that the budget is in good order. 
3) The Treasurer offered an apology to anyone who did 
not receive their water billing. She states that they are 
all out now. Joyce asked that if you have not received 
your bill, or need a statement, to contact her. Amounts 
less than Five Dollars are not being billed. 
Water bills are due June 30th. 

4) Audit and budget Meeting is Saturday the 23rd. 

5) Motion Munson/ Swenson to approve Checks 8489 
through 8512. Unanimously approved. 

6) Due to the expense of dumpster increasing, the 
Treasurer asked to remind that the dumpster is for 
household waste only.   

10.Architectural Report:

 

1) In Dave’s absence, Bob Swenson reported that we 
are working on and architectural and land use policy to 
be introduced for action. 
2) It was suggested that we look at other subdivisions’ 

Caretaker Bonus 2.88 

Collection 103.60 

General Bank Acc. 4,479.61 

MRS Club Dues 85,131.17 

MRS Water Capital 41,693.10 

MRS Water Operation 2,078.96 

Savings 14,972.02 

Water Capital CD 74,668.61     

Total $223,149.95 
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architecture guidelines for comparisons. 
3) A board member asked Bob Swenson if he cut an elder-
berry tree down. He reported that a member removed that 
tree with equipment while cleaning debris that was entan-
gled in it.  

11.Water Report:

 

1) Harold reported that the consumer confidence report, 
which is included in the newsletter, is a requirement of the 
state Health Department. 
2) Water tank will be placed on Sky Meadows Lot No. 53 
and the Tank on the Cebe Lot, 45 will be removed. 
3) Irene reported that the engineering firm has sent a con-
tract to work with the contractor for installation of the tank. 
The firm stated that they want to stay under $10,000.00, but 
the cost could be as much as $15,000.00. 
4) Motion Locati/Burke that we enter into the above refer-
enced contract with Grey and Osborne engineering. Unani-
mously approved.  

12.Buildings & Grounds:

 

1) Kris reported that Harold has been spraying weeds in the 
meadows as needed and as weather permits. 
2) She reported that volunteers have made dump runs of 
junk in the lower lot and from the lodge basement. The old 
trailer has finally been removed from the lower meadow. 
3) Bob Poole is hauling more items away. 
4) Thanks to Janet and Laurel Fischer, Rita Ficks and Kris 
Johnson for helping remove some firewood from the 
meadow. 
5) The ecology blocks removal is ongoing. 
6) Kris offered a Draft policy for Horse Boarding. Certain 
additional standards and requirements were suggested. 
7) Irene offered a Draft policy for Safety Standards for 
Animals for review and discussion. Suggestions were made 
regarding a fee schedule for fines.  

13. Fire and Safety:

 

1) Dale reported on a map that is being proposed to be in-
stalled in a common area. The cost of this is approximately 
$400.00 for the sign. The placement in Plexiglas and 
mounting would be additional. 
2) Motion DeGour/Locati to expend the $400 more or less 
to have the sign made at this time.  Unanimously passed. 
3) The alert system is being worked on and a definitive 
plan will be presented at the next meeting per Dale. 
4) The Burn Ban is in effect. Small campfires only are al-
lowed. PLEASE READ THE READER BOARD AND 

CHECK THE WEB SITE REGARDING BURN 
BANS. THE TIME TO FIREWISE IS NOW. 
5) Dale also reported that he met with Brenda Larsen, 
Kittitas County Fire Marshall and she discussed the 
following points: 

A) Fuels around propane tanks must be removed. 
B) No campfires should occur around any ground    

fuel (Burnable Materials, Natural or unnatural) 
C) All porches should be enclosed. 
D) All new construction should comply with     

      firewise policy. 
E) No wood should be stored on porches. 
F) All firewood should be stored at least 30 feet    

from structures. 
6) Dale thanked Bob and Robin Swenson, and also 
thanks to Dale and his wife for trimming over 50 trees 
along Casassa and in the meadow for fire wise. 
7) The representative from Fire District No. 7 reported 
that most of Sky Meadows is outside of the 5 mile ra-
dius of a fire station, which will increase fire insurance 
rates dramatically as Insurance Companies discover 
this. He suggested that we work with the district to con-
struct a heated structure to house a fire truck. 
14. Roads:

 

1) Bob Poole thanked Bob Swenson for all of the effort 
and help with the road treatment project. 
2) Poole reported that the Asphalt Emulsion treatment 
is in place and should last much longer than the previ-
ous Wood Pulp treatment product of prior years. 
3) Bob Poole also asked if we are within budget on this. 
The Treasurer reported that we are. 
4) He also reported that they hand raked the lower side 
of Casassa to remove as much of the round rock as pos-
sible. He commented that round rock should not be util-
ized on our roads in the future. 
5) His goal is to deal with grading and drainage as our 
fall project, and treat again in the future. 
6) The cost to the Association was approximately  



   
$8,000.00 in addition to the amount that members contrib-
uted individually. 
7) Any member wishing a second application should con-
tact Mr. Poole to be arranged. We may arrange this for 
individuals in August. Any member wishing first or addi-
tional treatment before that time should contact the con-
tractor directly. 
8) Motion Poole/Swenson that track construction vehicles 
not be allowed on the roads. That all tracked construction 
vehicles be delivered to the construction site. Any viola-
tion of this will result in the property owner be assessed 
for the repair of the road. Unanimously passed. 
9) Cement droppings are not allowed to be dumped on 
common properties including parking lots.  

15.Activity Report(Also on the website calendar)

 

1) The Annual Sky Meadows Garage sale will be held Au-
gust 4th from 9:00 to 5:00 in the upper lot. 
2) Pancake Breakfast, July 1, 8:30-10:30. Cost is $1.00. 
3) Quad Parade, July 1, 11:30. Decorate your quad and 
ride through the development. 
4) Horseshoe Tournament, July 14, sign up at 9:30 at the 
lodge. We will have hotdogs and popcorn at the champi-
onship game. 
5) Hit & Giggle Golf Tournament, August 18th. Contact 
Cindy Bergley 425-337-5324 to sign up.  

13.Old Business:

 

1) The groomer grant was not successfully submitted. The 
total cost of the groomer was $41,200.00. The grant would 
have funded 80% of the cost. The goal was to replace the 
old groomer we own and to have a better, updated 
groomer to help maintain the roads and trails in the winter. 
Board members, since, expressed reservations about the 
expenditure of monies to this purchase, so the grant appli-
cation process was dropped for this year. 
2) Denny Moriarty has sold his business and the grooming 
contract for the Taneum and Manastash areas are out for 

bid. 
3) Member Surveys are coming in, 128 have been re-
turned so far. Surveys need to be in by June 30 for 
consideration. 
4) The Entrance Arch is in process, the uprights were 
installed last week. Thank you to Bob and Robin 
Swenson, Kurt  Lohnes-All Natural Fence Company, 
and all the other members who contributed time and 
money. 
5) Irene introduced a boundary survey bid for the 
lower, northern lot line. Irene will seek bids for 
boundary pins to be set at corners of properties along 
Casassa road and records of survey be recorded. 
6) Bylaws amendment draft was presented by Irene. 
7) Motion Swenson/Burke to approve Bylaws amend-
ment as presented, with the correction of a typo-
graphical error. Unanimously approved. 
8) The current Lawsuit is ongoing; Sky Meadows has 
retained additional Counsel to assist the firm which 
was retained by our insurance carrier. 
9) Irene introduced a draft policy regarding filling of 
vacancies of the board, and a Trustee candidate infor-
mation sheet. Further consideration will be had at the 
next meeting. 
10) Motion  Swenson/Locati to change the date of the 
October Meeting to October 13, 2007. Unanimously 
approved.  

14.Executive Session:

 

1) The Board adjourned to an executive session.  

15.Adjourned:

 

1) Motion  Swenson/Locati to adjourn the executive 
session. Unanimously approved. 
2) Motion  Swenson/Locati to adjourn the regular 
meeting at 1:20 PM. Unanimously approved.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Steve Locati, Secretary  

Have you mailed in your 
Survey? We want to 

here from you. Please 
return by June 30th. 
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Effects of Well Development on Drinking Water

 
Aqua Freed who is doing the development on our wells informed us it is 
likely we will have a noticeable taste from the CO2 used in the process. 
There might also be discoloration or sediment for a short time. This con-
dition is harmless but you may prefer to drink bottled water for a short 
period of time. 

July 1 Sunday 8:30-10:30       
Pancake  Breakfast   Cost is $1  

July 1  11:30 4th of July Quad Parade                                
(Sky Meadows) Decorate your quad    
 and join  the parade  through the    
development.   

July 4  Firework display in Cle Elum at dusk  

July 7  Pioneer Days Parade 10:00                                  
 Downtown Cle Elum. Pioneer Days                      
Celebration July 7-8   

July 14 Sky Rider’s Horseshoe Tournament               
Sign up at 9:30am at the lodge. We will start play directly 

after the team draw is complete. Entry fee is 
$5.00. We will have hotdogs and popcorn at 
the championship game.  

July 18 Potluck Lodge 5:00  

July 28-30 Jazz in the Valley– Ellensburg  

Aug 18 Sky Rider’s Hit & Giggle Tournament                                                             
Sign up with Cindy Bergley                                   

425-337-5324  

Aug 4  Annual Sky Meadows Garage Sale 9-5  
Mark your calendars and start rounding up     

your  treasures.   

Aug 18 Cruise Cle Elum Car Show 
Aug 19 Run to Roslyn Car Show 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2005 Yamaha 660 Grizzly Four Wheeler  Excel-
lent Condition. $5,800 firm Call 509-929-4325.  

(2) 1994 Monetgo TigerShark Wave Runners by 
Artic Cat. Jet Drive, 
2 Cylinder, 2 Stroke, 
644cc / 62hp, gaso-
line, fiberglass body. 
Low Hours, covers 
included. Used in 
Fresh Water only. 2 

place 1995 EZ Load Trailer with storage compart-
ment. Always stored inside Winter / Summer. 
Original Owners. Excellent condition. $4,250. Call 
360-757-0150 or 360-708-0809 ask for Stan.  

2 Horses For Sale. Contact Harold at 509-304-
8459. 

Member Items For Sale 

SPEED LIMITS 

15MPH  UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED 

10MPH  AROUND THE LODGE, PARKING    

LOTS AND CABINS 
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Name___________________________________________________________________________  

Mailing Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone#_________________________________Sky Meadows Lot Number______________________  

Pledge Amount $___________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE MAIL TO: Robin Swenson  at 1191 SKY MEADOWS DRIVE, CLE ELUM WA 98922  

Thank you for your support.  

Ron Schaafsma      Bob Swenson            Don Martin            Steve Locati 
206-612-8331 Cell     509-674-2544 Cabin     509-674-2826 Home     509-929-4325  Cell 
253-939-7881 Home     509-304-8554 Cell             

 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank                                                                                      

over 70 people that have contributed money and                                                                                     

time to the Sky Meadows Entrance Project.  By now                                                                                   

many of you have seen the upright logs in place and                                                                                     

wow does it look good. The top arch logs will be                                                                                         

put in place soon and then the sign will be attached. Currently we have raised $11,675 toward the project 

plan of $15,100.  

The sign is beautiful just like the Sky Meadows setting. It is approximately 12’ long and 20” high. It is 

made of 2” thick cedar with the letters raised by sand blasting the grain of the wood around them. The Sky 

Meadows Ranch lettering is finished in 23 karate gold. Once the arch is constructed we will focus our atten-

tion toward completing the rail fencing leading to the arch and the landscaping around it. Upon completion 

the Entrance will be dedicated to Sky Meadows Ranch by those that contributed. Their names will be en-

graved on a plague mounted on the log structure.  

We are still short funds to complete the project so please give some extra thought to joining your 

friends and neighbors and pledge whatever level of support you can. Please fill out and mail the at-

tached pledge along with your contribution to Robin Swenson, 1191 Sky Meadows Drive, Cle 

Elum, WA. 98922  or contact one of the project coordinators.   

A big THANK YOU goes out to those that are participating. You’re making it happen for all to enjoy. 



  
Page 8                            Sky Meadows News                                   July 2007 

    
Our Fire & Safety Board Member, Dale Degour recently met with Kitittas County Fire Marshal, 
Brenda Larsen and toured Sky Meadows. This is the information that she shared with him. 

We need to make members aware as to what they can do now to make their property de-
fendable. Remove any ground brush up to 30 feet away from their structures.  

De-limb all dead limbs on trees to start. Then de-limb at a minimum of ten feet from the roof line where a gutter 
would be. The most ideal de-limbing is 20, 30 40 feet up the trees.  

Take a look around propane tanks for debris. Brenda reported that it is very unlikely that a propane tank will blow up. 
They will most likely blow the relief cap off and the flame will burn vertically until out.  

 Replace any wood footers with brick or concrete.  

There are many porches around SM that are up off the ground. It is strongly recommended that they be completely 
enclosed. This also goes for stairs. 

 Lattice coverings are not recommended. This is one of the biggest reasons for structures to burn down.  

Another way so help save your structure from burning down is to enclose your eaves. All new construction outside 
the fire district requires that the eaves be enclosed. I can not emphasize the porches, stairs and eaves enough.  

There are many structures around SM that have cut fire wood on and under porches or up against their structures. 
NOT GOOD! Remove all wood piles at least 30 feet from your structure.  Store your gasoline smartly.  

Simply look at your property and remove the fuels. This will slow down the fire and allow the fire department to help 
defend your structure. 

 Last, discuss with your family and guests that if they hear the fire alarm go off to meet at the pool, or exit out of East 
gate until you get to I-90.  

Bottom line message to the membership is to Fire Wise now                                                  
and not when the fire is coming. It is too late by then.     

WE ARE AT FIRE LEVEL  2                                      

 

NO Fires or BBQs,                                            
Weed Eaters and Saws OK until 1 PM  

NO FIREW ORKS ALLOW ED 

District 7 Fire Chief, Russ Hobbs will be conducting a Fire Wise Presentation  

1:00 July 21st. (Following the board meeting)             

Please join us to learn how you can create a safer environment to live and play in. 



  

Bottom line message to the membership is to Fire Wise now                                                  
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